


THE 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR.’ 


= No. IL 
wh >, * 
6 £14, 2¢ 


CONTAINING 
OBSERVATIONS 
on THE 


LIFE AND CHARACTER 


OF 


ee JESUS CHRIST. 
l 
L 


RB 


Printed and Published by 
MUNROE & FRANCIS, COURT-STREET. 


Cc 











“CONTENTS OF NO. II. 


InTRODUCTION, 
Secr. 1. Piety of Our Saviour 
2. The same 
» 3. The benevolence of our Saviour 
4, . Of our Lord’s cosiypassion 
of our Lends j stice 
‘Of our Lord’s mperance 
Of the meekness of, Jesus Christ 
©f eur Lord’s humility 
Of our Lord’s fortitude 
Of our Lord’s veracity 
Of our Lerd’s natural affection 
Our Saviour’ 8. friendship, conduct to 
these in authority, and prudence 








.; 
% 


‘INTRODUCTION. 


THe matter of this number of the Moni-) 
tor is principally taken from the second part 
of a work, entitled ‘* Odservations on our 
Lord’s conduct. as a ‘divine: Instructor, and 
on the excellence of his moral character, by: 
William Newcombe, D. D. Bishop 
Waterford.’?. Those parts of our Saviour’s; 
life and conversation, in which he showed 
the virtues, that he enjoined, are attempted to: 
be explained and illustrated. The subject will: 
appear interesting and important bo. epeaye mo 
the attention of alls: For leans Chtithin goes 
sented to us as-a pattern of: those moral excel, 
lences, which he taught... _H peta 
Sepeeecie ts ry 0uF presto 
A pap our J ie, in al 
things tempted like us, : ‘bat’ nit sitt eis, | 
an example of active. and passin, bedi dienes 4 
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i He exhibited,those moral qualities, which de- 
~~ * nominate a human being good. and estimable ; 
ae tape be. ware hing law. to the. children of 
men. Every disposition,which he expressed, 
is suil le and lovely in his disciples, and they 
certainly obey his commands, who imi- 
tate his life. * 
__.. ‘The Saviour might have appeared in.celes-. 
tial splendour, as he. did at his transfiguration, 
when his face shone with the brightness of a 
mid-day sun, and his. garments tore gore 9 
ble lustre. He might have appeared, attend 
ed: by myriads. of angels, surrounded with, 
awful.pomp. and, magnificence. * From the- 
clouds of heaven. and the excellent glory he- 
might have delivered his message to a tremb- 
a. ;~—~this. he might have done, hadi 
so-determined, and not have remained a. 
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might suppose, ‘he: would best command at- 
tention and impress! awe. But God’s 
giiamadiion: (3 ‘ways,’ nor his : our 
oxuianaukingia’ “take: sein i sol 
that he should converse with men asa brther 
ore also should partake inthe same; 
that he should, before our eyes andi pra 
as the Captain of our salvation, pale tak 
wanieie: eitlt: Waapttion and suffering, which 
merelftil' God would affords a: guide; whose” 
steps we may follow through ‘a fagged and? 
melancholy ‘way, amidst difficulties’ and dai 
gers' within and withoiit, “up te’ the n 
. oh Sa bia het borg ting, 
: “On may sere a chat ‘ 
om hetirie! ‘An fe em : t and 
eticy between the chai sage a i 
ondivak teacher tens At str 2 
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5 cee thing discordant in the. doctrines and precepts 
. “. ofJesus; orany contrast between them and his 

a conduct, it might well occasion distrust. . But 
. ea does a plain narrative of his discourses and. ac- 
8 | ~~ tions display ' the uniform influence of integri- 
B. ty; benevolence anda regard to God, we can- 
. not doubt his sincerity. - ‘‘ Such a character 
| - must have been a reai one. It could net have 
’ r , been supported throughout by the utmost 
: stretch of human art, much less by men con- 
fessedly unlearned and obscure ; by men full 
of prejudices oe from which he was 

pen! 29 siethic, 

«Secondly: - The character of Christ serves 

 to’instruct ‘us ‘in:the nature of the christian re- 


nan » atti manins 





virtue + Rirwiod by the doctrines, the 
ecepts, an “the example of the author and 
isher ¢ — faith. Now distinct ideas of 


ic I his of ou sider win ‘see in many. 
u sd inthe ger inure i, 
“the = dang circumstances. of haaene con- 
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dition. We behold just sentiments of God 
and of mankind, ‘cherishing principles of piety 
and benevolence, and*animating the: heart, the 
conversation, and conduct. These instances 
show ‘the nature’ of christian faith asan opera- 
tive belief, and the ¢eonnexion between ‘the 
principles of christianity, and the proper tem- 
per, conversation, and behaviour: that flows 
from them. Thus they give usa more dis» 
tinct idea of moral and religious truth and 
duty, and of the spirit and character ofa good 
person, than could ‘be’ derived from the most 
exact definitions. * 

Thirdly, we are required tn seguaint our- 
selves with the tempér and character of Christ, 
because he is proposed te us as the object of 
imitation. Let this mind be in yo : 
was also in Christ Fesus. hath tefi 
an example,’ chat we shold folleilainat 
The effects and expressions of the Sami@/prin. 
ciples and dispositions must vary with# € state 
afd relations of these who ate called: to : 
Repentance in simmers isampeyid 
to‘the authority of God*sdaw, witch he; who 
was free from sin, could not give. ‘But, inal 
ways suitable to'an innocent being, Jesus mag- 


tn Sette ered he et 
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ified the law of his Father. As our Lord 
endeavoured to’ promote the ‘salvation of 
mien so must we; bit not by all the same 
means. His acts as the Messiah were ‘pecu- 
liar to that ‘office. ‘We are not ‘workers of 
‘miracles, nor infallible teachers, nor discerners 
of the thoughts. “ When itis said, that we 
are to imitate the life of Christ, it is not meant 
that we are called to the same sort of actions, 
‘but im all our behaviour to be influenced by 
the ‘dispositions which influenced him. We 
are to be like him im heart’ and mind, to 
conduct by the same rule, to look toward the 
| game end and to govern our lives by the 
4 . game spirit. ‘Christians are to do their proper 
| ‘work with ‘those views and that temper in 
which Christ‘did his work. They have their 
‘part to act, which, though it be a different 
‘part, must not be performed with a different 

wpiri but with such obeilience to God, stich 
regard glory, for such ends of salvation, 

for su: shgood of others, and with such ‘holy 
_ tise = ons as'Our Saviour manifested in every 
PY his fife, 1A servant of the lowest or- 
is'‘in ina a very different state from his mas- 























. to ss talend the example of a pious and char. 
“Hable master ; not because he.can perform the 
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the life and conduct of Jesiis:. 
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same. instances, but because he may. show the 
same spirit of piety agd:charity in the actions, <9 
proper. to his condition...The different state “"“"7 
of our Master leaves him still: the exact rule ' 
and pattern.of his lowest servants, who, though 
they. cannotcome up tothe greatness. of his ac- 
tions, may. yet. live mpm to that spit 
whence they proceeded.” * 

Attending to these limitations, let us con- 
sider the reasons and motives, which should in. 
duce us to regard our Saviour as our example. 
> L,. It was the design of the Father: to place 
his Son before us as a pattern. . It was a part 
of our Saviour’s errand into the world to fur- 
nish a living representation of the virtues that 
become human nature.. We might infer such 
a design in the Deity, from finding. ourselves 
directed to imitate inferiour examples, and be 
followers .of. ail who,. through faith and. pa- 
tience, inherit the promises. We may infer it 
from the care he hath taken that the histery « 












ten and transmitted, showing. us how re Poke 
and acted in innumerable situations. ©" fhe | 
same design is proved by express ¢ ace ons. 
* If any man will come after me, bist il is 
his hearers, he must follow me.” 


a Low’s Christian Perfection, p. 287. 
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‘learn of himrto be meek and lowly. His dis- 
ciples are enjoined to love one another, ‘as he 
Joved.them, and when he expressed his humil- 
ity and condescension by washing his disciples’ 
feet, he said, ‘‘ I have given you an example, 
that ye shall do as I have done unto you.” 
‘¢ We are declared to be predestinated by God 
to. be conformed to the image of his Son. 
. Our christian calling is reduced to this, that 
we should follow. Christ’s steps. Our 
abiding in-him, in the faith and profession of 
christianity, is to be proved by our walking 
as he walked. And we are to have him in 
our eyes, to ook unto Fesus and his behaviour, 
in running the whole of the race set before us.”” 
> ae Pike example of Jesus is entirely fit to 
‘to our imitation, for various rea- 
: His life and actions were the life and 
actions of a hnman person, though filled with 
_ all the fullness ‘of God. ‘« He was tempted, 
| ike as as we are.” % OF our pleasures and 
pains, desires “and. aversions, joys and sor- 
to h ! 2s and fears, he was a partaker with- 
© uit sin. He took a humble condition in life, 
“eral a wean men from, the inordinate 
love of the world ; whilst the greatness, which 
1. seman dent the sent of God, enabled 
~ him to bea pattern of moderation and humil- 
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ity to the prosperous and elevated. He min- 
gied in the common mtercourse of life, and 


acted his part on common occasions not less 
than in extraordinary emergencies. He did 


not affect to separate from the world and be 
a recluse, but appearéd in the usu:l places of 
resort, conversed with the various classes of 
people, and went about doing good. 

The example of Christ is perfect. By 
which we understand that it comprizes every 
species and the highest degree of moral ex- 
cellence. By his own conduct he enforced — 
every branch of evangelical goodness. He 
did no sin. Neither the strength, nor the 
suddenness, nor,the violence of any tempta- 
tion could overcome him. His example hath 
the authority of a rule. 

3. The relations, in which our Lord stands 
to ys, enforce the duty of imitating his moral 
character. He is our best friend and greatest 
benefactor. He hath loved us with a aor 
and an everlasting love. For us he lived, he 









suffered, and died. He practised the JiwWest = 





condescension. He. has conferred unspeak- 
able blessings. 

Being our Lord and master, he has requir. 
ed that thedisciple strive to be as his master. He 
is | represented as the model of our future happi- 
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| ness. It is; promised to his true disciples, 
~~ ‘that: when: he «shall: appear .they » shall be dike 
4 him; for they shall »see him ashe is. © They 
. Shall rise torthat life and happiness which he 
: | possesses. Can'they be partakers of his fe- 
sf licity hereafter, who fail to live as he lived 
“ “~~. Jere?’ Can' they share his condition who bear 
no similitude to his character ? 

_ With sacred curiosity and an earnest de- 
sire of imptovement, let us study the life of 
‘Christ, as it-is'recorded in the gospels ; that 
beholding as in a glass the glory’of the Lord, 
“we may be changed into the same image from 

glory to glory,’as' by the spirit of the Lord. 















- ‘THE following summary of the history of 
the New Testament, may be a proper intro- 
duction to the description of the character of 
our Lord. 

“Jesus, called the Christ, having been con- 
“ceived, by. the j power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
womb of a virgin named Mary, espoused to a 
sneam person, whose name was Joseph, of the 

“family of Dayid, was born at Bethlehem in Ju- 
the reign of Herod king of the Jews, at 

2 sy do there was a taxing or enrolment 
“ordered in that country by a decree of Augus- 
tus the Romanemperour. Matt, i, Luke i. ii. 
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Luke ii. 41. 
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The birth, of Jesus: :was»attended and-fol- 
lowed with-some events. of.:an extraordinary 
nature, Matths ii: After eight days he was 
circumotsed; and: then presénited-at the temple, 
according to the custom of' the law of «Moses. 


_ And his birth; as kingof the Jews, having been 


notified at Jerusalem, by the arrival of some. - 


wise men of the east:who had’ seen his star in 
their own country, ‘and come’to Jerusalem to 
worship him; Herod: formed’a-design against 
the life-of the young child. But he was pre- 
served by.flizht into Egypt; whither he was 
carried b¥ Joseph, together with his mother 
Mary, by divine order:;' and-after’e short space 
of time was brought back again by Joseph, 
who then went and settled at Nazareth. There 
is little more related of the early part of his 
life, except that atythe. age of twelve years he 
went up to Jerusalem at the feast of the pass- 
over ; where he gave some proofs of uncom: 
mon knowledge ; . and returned thenge ‘to 
Nazareth, and was subject to his parents. 





| In the fifteenth year of Bh icien ot oa 


Tius Czsar, then emperour of Rome, Pontius 
Pilate being governour of Judea, and Herod! 
trac of Gale, John cad the baptist, son 
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ef Zacharias,.one.of the race of Jewish priests, 
and of his wife Elizabeth, (who was born a few 
months before Jesus, .in the reign of the fore. 
mentioned Herod, king ofthe Jews,) appeared 
in the country beyond Jordan, preaching: the 
baptism.of repentance for the remission of sins. 
And. great numbers of men from all parts of 
Judea, resorted to him, and weve baptized, 
confessing their sins. . He taught that the 
kingdom. of .God was at hand, bid men bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance, and not to de- 
pend on any, national privileges, or external 
performances. for acceptance with Ged. The 
people were.then..in expectation ; and all men 
mused in their hearts, whether he were the 
Ghrist or not. And when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Ferusalem to ask him who 
he was, he confessed he was not the Christ ; 
at, thesame time openly declaring, that there 
was then among them a great person, whom 
as yet they knew not: and though he came 
afier him, he was so far preferred before him, 
that he was not worthy to unloose the latchet 
@f his shoes. And whereas he baptized them 
Rstart water unto repentance, this great person 

would baptize them: with the Holy Ghost and 
: minds. Luke. ii. iii. Matth. iii. Mark i. 

John i i, 
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When a great part of the people had been 
baptized, ‘Jesus also came‘to John, and was 
baptized of him in Jordan.’ “Matth. iii. 13. 
And Jesus; when he'was baptized, went up 
straitway out’ of the water’: and lo, the heavens 
were opened unto him, and he saw the spirit 
of God descending like a dove and lighting up- 
on him. And, lo, a voice from heaven, saying; 
This is my beloved son in whom Pam well 


pleased. At'which time Jésus was about a 
years of age. Luke ni. 23. 


To his baptism succeeded his temptation, 
Matth. iv. Luke iv. ‘The''temptation’ being’ 
ended, he returned in the power of the spirit 
to Galilee and wrought miracles, and ‘began 
to gather disciples, who “ seeing his ‘glory 
believed on him.”? At which time John, still 

baptizing, bore testimony to him, ‘that he was 
the person of whom he ee and that he 
must increase. | 

- Jésus soon began to preach more publicklys 
and having chosen out of the number of ‘his 
disciples twelve to be’ generally with him, that 
they might be afterwards the witnesses to the 
world of his life, his doctrines, his miracles 
and resurrection, he went about the several parts 
of Judea, resorting likewise. to Jerusalem at 
the time of the great feasts of the Jewish nation. 
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- He taught men concerning their duty to 


God and to’each other ; the end of their being 


' anid a future existence. He assured them that 


they who believed in God and in him whom 
God had sent, and obeyed the commandments 
delivered by him, should enjoy eternal life 
and: he would “ raise them up at the last day.’ 
John vi. 39. ‘That God had given all autho. 
rity and judgment to him, and that he would 


come again and render to all according to their 
works. 


_* As he went about teaching, he wrought 
many mitacles, as evidences that the Father 





hhad sent him, and to confirm the truth of all 


his ‘words. He turned water into wine ; fed, 

with a few loaves and fishes, great multitudes 
in desert places ; walked on -the sea ; calmed. 
the winds and the waves; gave sight to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, 
soundness and strength to the lame, and those 
that were bowed down ; healed diseases of all 
sorts; restored to their right minds lunaticks 
and demoniacks, and raised the dead. ‘These 
miracles were performed at his word, in an in- 


stant’; and some were wrought on persons at 
a Gistance “from him. ‘They were done by 
— him in the most publick and open manner ; at 


Jerusalem, and in every part of Judea and Gal- 
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ilee ; in cities, in villages, in synagogues, in . 
private houses, in the streets, and the high 
ways,in the presence of enemies, before scribes 
and pharisees, and rulers of synagogues, who 
attended by multitudes; ina word, before 
men of all characters.” 

In the course of his ministry Rkewise, 
signal divine testimonies were, given to him, 
Besides voices from heaven at different times, 
he was gloriously transfigured in the presence 
of three of his disciples, Matth. xvii. 1—8, 
In proof of his divine authority, he referred 
men to the witness of John, the miracles he 
had wrought, and these testimonies from hea- 
ven, Besides his wonderful works, he mani- 
fested a clear knowledge of the. thoughts and 
designs of men, and foretold many events, 
which afterwards came to pass. 

The “twelve disciples and’ the seventy 
whom he ‘sént forth fora time, were able to 
control and suspend the laws of nature. 
Matth. x. 1. Mark ni. 15. Luke ix. 1. 
x. ? 

While God thus glorifiéd‘him, he lived in 
a humble condition, and was an example of 
every virtue becoming: his character as the - 
‘Messiah, or tending té’exalt human nature, - 
‘or bless mankind. 
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SECTION I. 
' Piety of our Saviour. 


In representing the moral character of our 
Lord, we naturally give the chief place to his 
piety. Piety is the first and supreme obligation 
incumbent on mankind and on all intelligent and 
moral creatures. The whole of religion is to be 
considered as the service of God. It is the lead- 
ing purpose of the divine dispensations to bring 
our thoughts, affections, and habits under the pre- 
vailing influence of piety. ‘To show us the Fath- 
er, and engage us to worship him in spirit andin 
truth, were the principal ends of the mission and 
work of Christ. . 

Having considered what our Lord teaches of 
God the Father, let us attend to instances and 
expressions of piety, in his life and conduct. 
In this respect he was not like the Jew- 
ish teachers who said and did not. He was.a 
perfect pattern of perfect instructions. 

Our Lord represents the Deity as adorable 
and amiable in the highest degree. He is the 
most High, and Lord of heaven and earth; hea- 
ven is his throne, and earth his footstool ; he is 
the one Jehovah, and the only true God; he isa 
Spirit, whom no man hath seen at any time ; he 
hath life in himself ; he seeth in secret, he know- 
eth the heart, and with him all things are possible. 
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He arrayeth the herb of the field in more than 


regal glory ; he feedeth the fowls of the air; and 


without him not a sparrow falleth to the ground. 
Much more does his providence extend to man : 
yea, the very hairs of our head are all numbered ; 
and when he vouchsafes protection, not one of 


them shall perish. 


'. There is none good but God ;_ who ‘‘so loved 


the world as to give his only begotten Son, that 


‘whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 


but have everlasting life.’’ He is also righteous, 
holy, kind to the unthankful and evil, perfect in 
mercy, fergiving to the merciful, and inexorable 
to those who withhold pardon and compassion. 
He loyeth those, who observe our Lord’s pre- 
cepts : he adopteth the peacemakers for his 
sons: he abhorreth the lofty and ostentatious 
appearance, which men admire : he avengeth his 
faithful servants.on their persecutors : it is not 
his will that any should perish; the pure in heart 
shall hereafter see: him, and of him shall the 
good be * eternally blessed, and the wicked eter- 
nally punished... .. 

But the.image’' which perpetually occurs 


_ throughout: the, gospel, and under which our 


Saviour delights to mention God, is that of our 


_heayenly Father; »who ‘“ maketh the sun to. rise 


+ Baise 6 ‘Matthew 25, 34, 46. 
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| on the evil and on the good, sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust,” and is “kind to the un: 

: thankful and evil ;*? who compassionates and 

| embraces the returning sinner with the bowels of 

¢ | a most affectionate father ; nay, who is actuated 

by a stronger principle than natural affection : 

for “if we, being evil, know hew to give goodiyss 


: gifts unto our children’: - how much more shall 
| our Father, who is in heaven, give good things. (5 | 
. | to them that ask him ??” i a 
r ~ Such ts the God, whom we should fear, be- a 
4 § _ cause he is able to:destroy both soul and body in. 4 
. hell ; whom we should obey after the manner of 
“ the angels in heaven; from whom we should 
& seck our reward ; to whose will we shiou!d whol- 
a ly resign ourselves ; and who is the sole object j 
% of our worship, service, and prayer ; and the } 
. _ highest and best object of our imitation and love. ! 
a Of the duty, which we owe to that Being whose j 

character and relations are thus represented, the ‘ 
‘ author and finisher of our faith was a shining ex- : 
> ample. He taught piety by his practice as welf 

as precepts and declarations. ‘That consecration 
Ss of the affections and actions to God, which he © 
ad | Yequired, he exhibited ; that worship and ser- 
AL | Vice of the supreme Being, which he explained 
se and inculcated in his discourses, he farther il- 


lustrated and recommended by his own bright 
and persuasive example. 
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We discern in our Lord the expressions of a 
piety at once sublime. and fervent, rational and 
sedate ; distant alike from cold formality and un- 
natural and extravagant raptures and transports. 
As it appears in the language and behaviour of 
Jesus Christ, piety does not consist in mechan- 
ical impulses and variable fervours of devotion ; 
in superstitious austerities and enthusiastical vis- 
ions; but it consists in worshipping the Father 
of.the universe in spirit and in truth, with an en- 
lightened understanding, and a serene and purl- 
fied conscience. The fruits of it are zeal régu- 
lated by knowledge, and tempered with human- 
ity and compassion ; the practice of virtue in ail 
its branches ; humility, contentment, sobriety, 
the love of mankind, and a delight in doing good. 
The pious man is not reserved and unsociable ; 
but maintains a friendly intercourse with his fel- 
low men, as circumstances permit or require. 
When our Saviour spent the night in prayer, he 


-had. spent the day in feeding and teaching the 


people. In proportion as we entertain a devout 
regard to God, and enter into the spirit of our 
religious duty, we aim to promote the glory of 
the infinite Creator by the moral rectitude, the 
present and eternal happiness of his intelligent 
creatures. 

~ There is not any conceivable way of testify- 
ing a pious frame of mind, which may not be 
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a found in our Lord’s conduct. He constantly 

d gave the strongest proofs of his deep and awful 

P F sense of God’s perfections. His Father was the 

object of his supreme love and unlimited confi- 

dence. A spirit of obedience and submission 

to the Deity was expressed by Jesus Christ on 

; all occasions. - He was an exemplary worshipper 

of God in private and publick ; and paid due re- 

spect to sacred times, things and places. | 
The first words attributed to our Lord in the ) 

gospels contain a pious sentiment. When he 

was no more than” twelve years of age, having 

accompanied his parents to the passover, he 

remained behind them in Jerusalem, penetrated 

i | with the love of God’s worship, and of religious 

wisdom, and was found in the temple,hearing the 

teachers of the law, and asking them questions. 


When his mother said, ‘* Behold thy father and 


4 I have sought thee sorrowing ;” his reply was, 
4 ** How is it that ye sought me ? Knew ye not 
: that I must needs be [found] in my father’s 
: house ?”? that the temple dedicated to my Father 
¢ was naturally and necessarily the place of my 
: resort ? | 

: A regard to God is a vital principle which 
should run through all our conduct, to inform, 
4 to model, and direct it. ‘We must consider 
: 





b Luke fi. 41, 
c 2 wR, 








80 PIETY OF 


him in every thing, and serve him in every 
thing. We are required not merely to ap- 
proach the supreme Being in acts of immediate 
devotion, but to make the several parts of or- 
dinary life parts of his service. Such an habit- 
ual devoutness of mind was manifested by our 
Saviour. We may observe him referring every 
circumstance respecting himself to his Father, 
his mission, his doctrine, his mighty works, all 
his actions, his sufferings, his resurrection. It 
was the whole bent of his mind, his labour, and 
delight, ‘“ his meat and drink to do the will 
of him that sent him.”? God _ was in all his 
thoughts. When he thus exhorted his disci- 
ples, ‘ Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works,” what does he 
~ subjoin ? not, ‘‘ and honour yourselves or your 
teacher ;”? but he shows his predominant idea 
by adding, ‘‘ and glorify your Father, who is in 


heaven.”? In his familiar conversations with his. 


disciples, it was his custom to intermingle pious 
and devotional sentiments. He made use of 
- common incidents and objects for suggesting re- 
ligious lessons and admonitions. When the 
beauties and-operations of nature are mentioned, 
they are referred by him tothe author of nature.* 

> “All his words and actions, the minutest steps 
of his hfe, afforded exemplary proofs of that hab- 


a Matthew vi, 26, 28, 
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itual and lively devotion, which calls into act 
our inward love and veneration for the Deity. 

To love God with all the heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength, is the first and great 
commandment. In Jesus Christ, the love of 
his Father was a sincere, ardent, prevailing, and 
constant affection. It prompted him to do © al- 
ways those things, which were pleasing to the 
Father, and obey“ his will even to the death of 
the cross. It was manifested by his imitation 
of his Father; and by zeal for his honour ; 
as well as by obedience and service. 

The moral character of God is proposed to 
us as the object of imitation. We are com- 
manded to be merciful as he is merciful, holy as 
he is holy ; and to be followers of him, as dear 
children. The holiness of the Deity is the stan- 
dard, upon which all intelligent beings should, 
according to their capacities, aim to be formed. 
Our blessed Saviour loved righteousness and 
hated ‘iniquity ; therefore he set before him the 
brightest pattern and wrote after the fairest copy. 
He cites the example of God as the rule and mo- 
tive of his own conduct. ‘* My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work,” or, ‘* As my Father 
is continually working, I also work.” ‘God is 
constantly exerting his powtr and goodness in 


¢ John vill. 29. a John viv. 31. 
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the preservation and government of the world, 
and the supply of the wants of his creatures. In 
imitation of this heavenly benefactor, I daily em- 
ploy myself im acts of beneficence, I am not 
weary of doing good.”? So completely did our 
Lord represent the moral excellencies of God, 
that’ he is deservedly called ‘‘ the brightness of 
the Father’s glory and express image of his per- 
son.”?> Would any know what God is, in order 
to follow him,...Christ is the ‘‘ image of the in- 
visible God,”? and affirms *‘‘ he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.”’ 

Christ testified his love of God by his regard 
to his Aonour and glory. He sought not his 
own glory ;_ but the glory of him that sent him. 
He submitted to all the labours and sufferings of 
his ministry, in order that the kingdom of God 
might come, his laws be obeyed, and his name 
announced and honoured to the ends of the earth. 
Animated by zeal-for the honour of God, he 
vindicated the temple from ‘desecration ;| and 
with awful severity reproved and admonished 
the scribes and. pharisees, when they blasphemed 
the Holy Spirit. Because he had kept this end 
constantly im view, he appeals to: his Father at 
the close of his, work, ‘ I have glorified thee on 
the earth ; [have finished the work, which thou 
gayest me to do.” | 
a John xiv. 9, 
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Confidence in God is an exercise of ‘piety, 
supported by a persuasion of his power and 
faithfulness. ‘Through a series of afflictions and 
dangers, our Lord maintained an unshaken trust 
in the care and goodriess of God. When his 
last sufferings were near, and he foresaw the de- 
sertion of his disciples, he sustained himself with 
the thought of his Father’s presence...‘* Ye shall 
be scattered every one to his own, and shall leave 
mealone, and yet amnotalone, because the Father 
is with me.’? When he hung upon the cross, 
he was confident, that he should be that day in 
paradise ; and immediately before he expired, 
he addressed God with aloud voice: “ Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

Resignation to the will of God, as it is expressed 
in the dispensations of his providence, is an essen- 
tial part of piety. Resignation is manifested by 
composure amidst the troubles of the world, and 
by acquiescence in theuncertainty of its hopes; by 
contentment and self possession under trials and 
disappoimtments, and by fortitude in dangers. 
Resignation is consistent: with grief and fear, 
proportioned to the evil, which we suffer or ap- 
mrehend. But we are not allowed to murmur, 
or repine ; to accuse the administration of hea- 
ven, or distrust its wisdom and benevolence ; 
however severe may be our afflictions, however 
gloomy our prospects. 
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Our Lord was an example of profound sub- 
mission to the will of God, throughout a series 
of most heavy trials. ‘‘ Not as I will,” said he, 
*‘ but as thou wilt,’ addressing his Father on 
the approach of his last sufferings. (1)In this in- 
stance, the Saviour appears to have had a will 
or a desire, different from the will of God. ‘To 
show the consistency of this frame of mind with 
a resigned temper, we. must observe, that our 
Lord was made like untorus in all things, sin 
excepted, and that, upon this and other: occa- 
sions, he experienced in himself what we also 
frequently find within us, two contrary, wills, or 
to speak more accurately, a strife between inclina- 
tion and reason,in which cases, though reason gets 
the better of inclination, we may be said to do a 
thing willingly, though with an unwilling mind. 
Thus a good man, placed in such circumstances 
that he must undergo great hardships, or act 
against his duty, is desirous, as he is a man, not 
to suffer pain, for human nature shuns and dis- 
likes it ; but he is more destrous of doing his 
duty ; and when he is resolved to choose what 
is right, and forthe sake of it, to submit to what 
offends: and“erosses his natural inclinations, he 
may say with our Lord, “ Not my will, but the 
will of God be done.” 


" (h) See Christ’s prediction of Peter’s death; John xxi. 18 








— ee 








OUR SAVIOUR. 35 


a 


We will consider in several instances how 
eur Lord exercised the virtue of resignation here 
on earth. Christ.pleased not himself, says Paul ; 
he did not consult his ease, security, and indul- 
gence, nor for the sake of them neglect any part 
of his office. He came, as he tells us, not to do 
his:own will, but the will of his Father.. By the 
wise appointment of God, he was, through the 
eourse-of his life and ministry, placed under a 
variety of :heavy trials; subjected to.many in- 
conveniences from which men desire to be free, 
and deprived of many-good things, which they 
desire to possess, that so he might practise in its 
full extent, the duty of acquiescence in the-di- 
vine will. 

Let us.take a view of some’of the many evils 
and the manner in which he endured them. 

We all desire to enjoy the conveniences ‘of 
life, and to be above dependence. They who 
do not aspire aftér great riches are started at the 
thought of extreme poverty. To such -poverty 
our Saviouf submitted. He was born and edu- 
cated in a family, which, ‘however noble in de- 
scent, was low in circumstances; he had ne 
house of his own, where he could lay his ‘head 3 
hor money with which to pay a small’ tribute, 


and:he was glad to be assisted-from the substance 
of the liberal. ) : ' 
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The purposes of his mission required that, 
** while rich, for our sakes he should become 
poor, that we, through his poverty, might be 
rich.”’ Yet, though in the history of our Lord, 
we find many proofs and_ instances of his pover- 
ty, we do not find that he ever uttered any com- 
plaints of this circumstance, or, expressed a dis- 
like of such a state. On the contrary, he speaks 
favourably of the condition of the pocr ; recom- 
mends it to these, whose lot it is, asa state ex- 
posed to fewer temptations and dangers than 
that of the prosperous, and which patiently un- 
dergone shall turn to their adwantags - in the next 
life. 

We would avoid hard and fatiguing labour, 
even when we are willing to be active. Hunger 
and thirst, when long endured, are enemies to 
our nature. The accounts of our Saviour’s life 
during his ministry represent dt as a life of fa- 
tigue and hardship. He was @onstantly taking 
journies on foot, discoursing whole days to the 

people, and often at night, when others were at 
rest, retiring to bleak mountains and deserts, to 
spend those hours in meditation and prayer, and 


the next day renewing his accustomed toils. 
Qur Lord often suffered hunger and thirst ;  of- 


tener, in all probability, than the evangelists have 
‘mentioned ; as he was frequently busy, and 
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sometimes in places where no refreshment was 
to be had ; nof do we read that he ever wrought 
a miracle to feed himself. These things Jesus 
underwent, not only without any impatience and 
réepining, but willingly and readily ; never, out 
of regard to his ease, refusing to go where he 
‘Was requested, and could do good ; never, to 
avoid the inconvenience of company, or to.con- 
sult his repose, dismissing and disappointing the 
multitude, who gathered to hear the word of 
God. If the disciples showed any dislike when 
the people pressed into his presencéy he rebuked 
them for their froward and impatient behaviour. 
The necessary wish of an instructer is to have 
teachable and ready pupils. But our Lord, for 
wise reasons, chose for his disciples, uneducated 
men, who, however honest and well-disposed, 
were, through ignorance, apt to mistake him. 
With these persons he spent the largest part of 
his time: He instructed them: with the greatest 
patience ; and never said any thing more severe 
than is implied in such inquiries as the follow: 
ing: Are ye also without understanding ? how 
is it that ye do not perceive ? 
_ Returns of baseness and treachery from our 
intimates, whom we have served; will wring 
Complaints from the mildest and most gentle, 
It is not an enemy, the injured person exclaims, 
No, 2, D 
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that hath done me this unkindness, for then I 
could haye borne it: but it was even thou, my 
companion, my guide, and mine own familiar 
friend. Warnings could act recall nor gene- 
rosity soften the traitor Judas. When our Lord 
gave him up as lost, it was without reproaches : 
he said only, “ what thou doest, do quickly.” 
When he was by this man delivered to the Jews, 
his reproof was, Companion, wherefore art thou 
come ? Betrayest thou the son of man witha 
kiss ? 
tied good man, whose office it is to instruct 
others, will be grieved when his charitable la- 
bours are lost, and those whom he addresses 
prove stubborn. During our Saviour’s min- 
igtty, how small was his success ! How was he 
set at nought by an unbelieving generation ? 
‘Though this deeply affected him, as we perceive 
by the complaints which he uttered, and the just 
anger which he expressed on some occasions, 
he was yet resigned, and continued his endea- 
vours to win men to faith and obedience. 

To be injured ia our reputation, and be the 
objects of malicious calumny, is a great trial of 
humari patiencé. Never was any one more de- 
famed and slandered than our Saviour. Yet he 
‘was Feady to relieve, to instruct, and to pardon 
his calumniators, 
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To see multitudes, and especially our own 
countrymen, involved in great calamity, and this 
through their own fault, is a great affliction to a 
benevolent man. ‘This affliction our Lord was 
ealled to endure. Witness his passionate lamen- 
tation over the unhappy city Jerusalem ; and his 
frequent expressions of concern, at the days of 
vengeance which were comimg upon his coun- 
try. Under this painful trial he needed and ex- 
ercised the spirit of resignation. 

Future evils, when we see them coming, and 
are sure that we cannot escape them, become 
present sufferings. Jesus foresaw all the hor- 
rours which awaited him, and was cast down at 
the prospect. As his death drew near, he said, 
“ *now is my soul troubled; and what shall F 
say ? Father, save me from this hour : but I 
eame on purpose for this hour.” On the even- 
ing before his passion, he was troubled in spirit, 
and testified, and said, ‘* Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me.” 
Afterwards he began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy, and said, ‘* My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death: tarry ye here and 


watch with me.”? ~ all this hard conflict, which. 


he endured within himself, this extreme dejec- 
tion, this fear, anguish, and consternation, no 
impatient word fell from his mouth ; — nothing 


a John xii, 27. 
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that did not express a perfect submission to the 
will of God. 

Death in any form is usually unacceptable. 
A death attended with torture and infamy Is ter- 
rible indeed, Distressing and ignominious as 
the death of Jesus was, he met it with humble 
#ésignation to the will of God, yet not without 
that dislike, those fears, that concern and dejec- 
tion, to which natural infirmity makes the best 
of persons liable. 

** Would we learn to act as we ought under 
the evils, that may probably some time or other 
overtake us ? We need no other books besides 
the New-Testament, and no other example than 
our Saviour’s to instruct us. His sufferings 
and his conduct under them supply one of the 
most agreeable and most useful meditations that 
can occupy our minds, especially if we ourselves 
are in any of the same hard circumstances. To 
reflect upon the. majestick and splendid parts of 
his life and character affords not the same relief to 
a dejected mind. To view him commanding all 
nature, saying to the sea and to the winds, Peace, 
be still, and to the dead, Come forth ; to view 
him striking to the ground those who came to 
take him, by only saying, Iam he, and rising 
_ triumphant from the grave, and ascending in 

_ the clouds to heaven; to view him thus, will 
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excite our reverence, and confirm our belief in 

him ; but there is nothing in all this that we can 

imitate and apply to ourselves. It is peculiarly 

instructive and pleasing, to view him where he 

appears as one of us; as much distressed and as 

little regarded as one of us can be ; to consider 

him possessing nothing, and attended with a few 
friends, almost as poor as himself; enduring 

hunger, thirst, cold, and weariness ; slandered 

and reviled, despised and betrayed, scourged and 
crucified ; to consider him, bearing affliction, 

not with stoical scorn and unconeern, as though: 
he neither felt pain, nor was sensible of injuries ; 
but deeply affected with fear and horrour, : with. 
sorrow and despondency ; bending to the earth. 
under-the heavy hand-ef God, offering up pray- 

ers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears ; and almost asking what,.as he well knew, 

was not to be obtained ;. to see him thus compass- 
ed about, as with afflictions,«so also with human 
infirmities ; to see him in all these trials, per-. 
sisting in an uniform obedience to God; exercis-. 
ing the utmost charity and long suffering towards 
men, towards his enemies and persecutors, en- 
countering evils, most disagreeable te human 
nature, with patience and silent meekness, with- 
out repining and without murmuring.’ 


Dd 2 












42 


We have considered some instances in which 
the piety of our Lord appeared ; in the following 
section we shall view him in his ready obedience 
to his Father’s will, and particularly, in his ex- 
emplary worship of God, his attention to positive 
duties, and his treatment of places, times, and 
objects, having a relation to the service of the 
supreme Being. May we approve and imitate 
the bright example which is set before us. Our 
Lord and Master was careful to form and express 
right and worthy apprehensions of the Deity. 
Let us endeavour to view him in his true char- 
“acter. May we acknowledge God in all our 
ways. May we desire to please, fear to offend, 
and labour to resemble him ; and at all times, 
in all circumstances, be able to say with sincer- 
ity, Not our will, but thine, O God, be done ! 
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SECT. IL. 
The Piety of our Saviour. 


Gop is the supreme legislator and governor of 
the moral world. On his perfect wisdom, his 
almighty power, and unchangeable goodness is 
founded his sovereign authority over moral agents. 
We testify our love, our trust, and other devout 
affections, not. merely by resignation to his prov- 
idence, but by obedience to his commands. 

Our Lord was an example of unreserved, 
impartial, and universal obedience to the laws of 
God.. This obedience was the necessary effect 
and expression of his piety. To do the will of 
God was his meat and drink ; his business and 
delight ; the sole object_of his ambition ; the 
purpose for which he lived and for which he 
died. e 

. All the moral excallliecins of our Lord’s 
character, and all the good actions of his life 
were parts of his religious obedience. We shall 
consider it more particularly as expressed in his 
observance of the worship of God, publick and 
private, and his attention to positive duties, * It 
was his custom, says Luke, to go into the syna- 
gogue on the sabbath day. ‘His. attendance on 
the services of the synagogue and the sabbath 


a Luke iv, 16. 





44 


was not merely accidental or occasional, but hab- 
itual and stated. What we do according to no 
fixed rule, we do feebly and confusedly ; what 
we do seldom, we do with reluctance and dis- 
like, and from dislike the natural transition is to 
total omission. On the contrary, what is sub- 
jected to rule is done accurately and efficiently ; 
what we do habitually, we do with ease and de- 
light. ‘The Saviour vouchsafed to become~an 
example here also, as of every thing else that is 
wise and good. He was a pattern of regular, or- 
derly conduct, from his childhood and upward. 
He was a silent instructor of the successive 
stages of rising existence in docility, in content- 
ment, in submission, in regularity.” 

Without doubt Jesus went up to Jerusalem 
three ‘times a year, according to the divine ap- 
pointment, there to celebrate the three great fes- 
tivals. His attending the synagogue worship 
and the feast of dedication * may be considered 
as acts implying a deference to human authority 
im religious matters ; when wisely exercised In 
the modification of divine ordinances, or in new 

appointments consistent with the divine law, and 
- thé rights of conscience, and having a manifest 
tendency to promote piety and virtue. For 
though » Moses required a diligent teaching of 


a Joan X da b Deut, vi. 7- 
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the law, yet he did not enjoin a publick reading 
and explanation of it on the sabbath. Christians 
indeed have * apostolical authority for reading 
the scriptures in their religious assemblies ; and 
our Lord’s example enforces a compliance with 
other usages, which are orderly and edifying in 
the church, such as the instruction of christian 
congregations by the minister. The other m- 
stance appears to ‘justify new institutions, made 
for manifest good causes. It was Judas’s* ded- 
ication of the temple, after it had been profaned 
by the command of Antiochus, which gave nse 
to an additional solemn assembly, besides the 
three which Moses commanded ; like our pres- 
ent appointment of certain sacred seasons, be- 
sides the day on which we are taught to com- 
memorate our Lord’s resurrection. We have 
no reason to think that it is forbidden to the 
christian church to make free will offerings, and 
set apart other days, besides the Lord’s day, for 
the solemn worship of God. It cannot be im- 
proper for a community to observe annually a 
day of publick thanksgiving and praise, and 
another of publick humiliation and prayer ; and 
it is becoming in particular societies to present 
themselves in a solemn manner before God,.as 
the aspects of his providence to them may sug- 


c Sgl..iv. 16, @ Mace, iv, 59. 
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gest. But it is certain, that the reason of things 
and the order and welfare of society require, that 
the liberty of appointing special seasons for re- 
ligious exercises should be used sparingly, dis- 
creetly and cautiously. The ill effects of the 
supersitious multiplication of fasts and holidays 
have been very evident in some christian coun- 
tries. They have proved injurious to‘ the busi- 
ness of life, and been a source of idleness and 
dissipation. Instead of days of piety, they are 
frequently days of sloth and amusement. The 
pretence of devotion is a poor excuse for neg- 
lecting our worldly calling and the care of our 
families. Though Pharaoh’s remark to the Is- 
raelites did not apply, it may be used in some 
instances with strict propriety, ‘‘ Ye are idle, ye 
are idle ; therefore ye say, let us go and do.sac- 
rifice to the Lord.” 

The principle which regulated the conduct of 
our Lord in respect to the feast of dedication, 
was inculeated by him, when he received John’s 
“Baptism, in honour of that prophet and of a rite 
which he himself designed to institute, and also 
‘that he might set a decent example by a * solemn 
initiation into his mistery ; ‘‘ Thus it becometh 
us. to fulfill. all righteousness.” ‘‘ Conformity 
in things innocent and lawful is a duy imposed 





a Ablution was used under the law, when the priests and Levites were set 
@past to their office, Sec Ex, xnin, 4. i, 1a Lev, vil. 6. Numb, vili 7. 
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by decency, kindness and regard to peace ; dis- 
sent, merely for the sake of dissent, is a mixture 
of pride and. bigotry. The question is not 
what we may do ; but what it becomes us to do. 
Things ‘‘ lovely and of good report,’’ things ‘‘ex- 
pedient”’ must be thought of, together with things 
“true, honest, just and pure.”?. Our Saviour 
would put respect on every institution, ceremonial 
as well as moral, that had the sanction either of 
divine authority, or of general use, or of obvious 
utility.” 3 

But whilst our Lord gave the countenance of 
his example to proper and instituted forms and 
rites of religion, he ever insisted on the ‘subor- 
dinate value of positive duties. . He aimed to 
lead his hearers to just sentiments and behaviour 
on this point by a repeated reference to God’s 
declaration in Hosea, * ‘* I will have mercy and 
not sacrifice.”’ 

To resist the disposition of men to approach 
the Deity with numerous and expensive forms, 
beyond what the purposes of a rational service 
of him require ; to discountenance the propen- 
sity to worship with the eye without the 
heart, with the show without the spirit of devo- 
tion ; he bore testimony against the human doc- 
trines and unprescribed usages, which the super- 
Stition and hypocrisy of the Jews had blended 


& Matth, ix, 13. nil, 7. 
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with the law and the worship of Gods These 
our Lord carefully separated, though with ex: 
treme dangerto himself; teachmg, and exem- 
plifying in his conduct, that ‘‘ it was lawful to 
do good’on the sabbath,” omitting and reproving 
b*Pharisaical ablutions ; condemning religious 
© yows inconsistent with natural duties solemnly 
énjoined by God himself; confuting idle dis- 


‘tinctions of * oaths ; and cautioning his disciples 
and the multitude against that * external parade 
of religion ; ; and those ostentatious almsgivings, 


gs and prayers, which distinguished the 
leading and most powerful sect: of his times. 

We have attended to proofs and instances of 
dur Lord’s regard. to sacred institutions, places, 
and seasons ; whatever related to the social wor- 
ship of God. 

The same disposition of our Saviour further 
appeared in his Zeal for the sanctity of the temple, 
and the course he pursued to rescue it from pro- 
fanation. At the first passover, which he cele- 
brated during his ministry; he found in the third 
or outward court of the temple, called the court 
of the Gentiles, sellers of oxen, sheep, and doves 
for ‘sacrifices ; and persons who, for gain, ex- 
anged the el coin into the half shekles, 

i-by the * law, was annually paid into the 





b Mark vii. 2,8. © ¢ ib. 10013, d Matt, xxiii, iG—i9, © th, $: 
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them would’ cease to be virtuous, and where a 
man would “ do well to be angry.” Wanton, 
deliberate" profahation of things’ sacred, of the 
name or the house of God, is 6ne of thosé oeca- 
~ sions which justify great indignation and séverity. 
If any ask’ respecting the history “of 'C hrist’s 
"purifying the temple; why the efféct'so much ex. 
_ ceeded thé fdr means in the’expulsion of such 
| ~humbers ; ; the answer is, that it may be aseribed 
ey to the co-operation of God, partly toa con- 
s th at by such practices the temple was 
‘profaned, “and “partly to the authority whieh ac- 
“companied our Lord’s words and actions. » For 
. even at the first passover his authority was great- 
ly strengthened’ by ‘the’ testimony of" Jolin’ the 
baptist; by the miraculous attestations” at his 
Ph toma by his reputation among thé Galiileans, 
“to. whom. he had * manifested forth his’ ‘Blory,” 


“and probab! ly ‘by miracles previously wrought at 

"that very festival.” At the’ last passover, ‘he was 
“the obje ect of particular attention. “Having: now 
to ere ‘measures to observe’ with respect to 
ewish rulers, he assumed ‘imiofé authority and 
e outward marks’ of dignity than-he had done 


before. The ” of the people, who attended Jesus 












less _these“pracious ‘qualities have a ‘Boundary. 
“There are occasions on which ‘the exercise of 
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disccumae those who had fa power of tk the state, 
.from. opposing him in the act of cleansing the 
temple. 

» Tf the reasons of our Lente Hy in, this 
particular, are sought, the following may be as- 
signed. . Knowing, that he should be accused 
as a violator of the law and a blasphemer, he thus 


‘ reproved the profane indifference, hypocrisy, 
andayarice of the Jewish rulers ; for it is highly 


probable, that they, who cavilled at. his miracles 
on the sabbath, and wondered at his eating with 
unwwashen hands, not only calmly, beheld this 
abuse of the temple, but made itvan occasion of 
gain ; he publickly assumed the character of a 
prophet and.of the Son of God in an eminent 
sense ;, for the Jews. perceived that. this was. a 


prophetick act, aS appears. by. their question, 
* What sign showest thou unto us, since thou 


smagniticee things. ?. And by calling God his 





ather, he gaye a,strong intimation of his Mes. 
siahship... He. vindicated .the court of. the Gen. 
tiles from profanation, and. signified his .furth 
favour towards them : and, which the histoy 
particularly points out, he.asserted. the sacredness 





: ait the temple...his zeal for Gods house.» eon- 


yeaa 38. b Psalm Ixix, 4. 
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sumed hitiy and ‘was’ in his breast asa devour- 
ing fire bursting forth irresistibly. f 

«In this proceeding, however; it hasbeen re- 
marked; ‘that our Lord took wpon him, as a pri- 
vate man, the office of inflicting’ punishment in 
the cause of Ged, which is also the catise of all 
who revere God? It is agreed that, whether he 
aeted im this character, or in that of a prophet or 
the Messiah; he was’ in this instance an example 
of true zeal for the reformation of abuses in re- 
ligious worship, and for the sanctity of places ded- 
ieated to God But ‘let frail and erring man be 
_ €autious when he proposes to himself the purifier 
of ‘the temple'as’ a pattern of zeal. There is a 
zeal for triflé8)and a‘ zeal, the offspring of pre- 
judice and Habit.” "There is an interested, a vain, 
- atintolerant, a “malignarit, and ‘cruel zeal, and 
a"blind” and “precipitate zeal. “When Paul was 
@ mad ‘against the followers of Christ ; 
when the diseiples James and John asked their 
-master to eall’down fire from heaven to consume 
the’ Samaritans;Wwho refused to recéivehim...when 
siplés ‘of Christ were the victims Of that ex- 
jain Zeal’ which he “predicted would be 
kihidled ora ‘saying, They shall put 
thé’syiriasogues ; yea, the time com- 
<n whee —_— you will think that he 
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: has sometimes been to injure, and even. subvert 
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doeth God. service;”> when the:ehristian world 
was set into a flame by the dispute about the 
time of observing: a festival.;-.when they, heret-, 
icated and destroyed each other.to determine the 
posture in which the. sacrament should be re- 
ceived, or the habit to be worn':by “the priest in 
reading. the service of the church; there was 
zeal indeed, and. upon. a religious pretence ; but 
not such as instigated Christ to purify. the tem- 
ple, or such as his. precepts or example recom- 
mend ;. there was apparent piety, but real pride, 
avarice, ambition, anger; envy, or selfishness. 
Christian zeal_ is according to. knowledge. It. 
aims at the glory of God.and the. good of mani. 
kind. It is proportioned sin its.degree to. the 
importance of objects,and confines itself to law- 
fal means. . Those..who: have itiare more dis- 
tinguished. by the mild and gentle, than, the 


 wrathful and violent.affeetions.. dtis daring and 


fearless indeed :, but’ not bitter,:maleyolent, ;wn- 


| merciful. Where, the intentions. are. pure, prus). 








attempts tO. correct .and improve 





_ teligions worship... ‘¢ The effect.ofethe, actions — 
of all: those who follow: this. precedent site Sa- 
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viour in the tract of thé letter,” says ‘bishop 
Taylor, “has not been “emendation!’* For in- 
deed ‘there have been dome! refactor, which 
have been so like this, that the greatest altera- 
‘tion that hath been macle was, that they carried 
all things out of the temple ; the money, and the 
tables, and the’ sacrifice ; and the teniple itself 
‘went at last.” 
| We may remark with what a warmth of 
zeal our Lord ‘reproved and admonished the 
' seribes and pharisees, when they blasphemed * the 
Holy Spirit, and ascribed the miracles wrought 
by Christ toa diabolical influence. . Thus did 
he fulfil the’ words of the psalmist, ® ‘* The. re- 
proaches’6fithem that ‘reproached thee are fallen 
upon’ me.” "He felt, reprehended, and refuted 
: may, they affected him*much more deep- 
Wy sid Sntiatedy, than if he had been. their ob- 
a ne ane pene be 
oh The regard: whi idepdevesatettinndicler, 0 
Tinpedne ‘ani hic: evinced by expressions of 
Be oo dex God’s rams Hie read 
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Aibtaham as prophetically, observing that those, 


who heard not; Moses and the prophets, would 
not be-persuaded even, if one rose from the dead; 
vty interpreted throughout of: the scriptures ‘ 
éd in the most icbibical teelis that not ne fot 
or tittle of the Jaw should pass away” ; he so 
disposed events that he was crucified on the 
paschal, feast, breathed out his soul at the hour 
of * evening sacrifice, rested in the grave on the 
Jewish sabbath, and rose from the dead on the 
day when the * sheaf of first fruits was waved ; 
he placed the completion of the. prophecies a- 
mong the reasons for his submitting to death ; 
and even during his pains on the cross he was in- 
tent on accomplishing one of them; for, ‘ that 
“the scripture might be fulfilled, he said, I thirst.” 
Prayer is the breath of piety... Right affec- 
tions towards the Deity Deity will express. themselves 





_ in_adoration, confession, ‘thanksgiving, and sup- 


Prayer is the. great duty, and the high 


™ privilege ofa Christian... Itisia method, of fix. 
~ ing'on-our minds a sense: of God. and religion. 
Tels’ an exercise of the best affections of eu Be 








~turé, which are’ by this: means 
er ris), + 9 ee rAE 3 d a a 
a Luke xxiv. a7. b Matth. w, 18. Lake xvi..i7: : 


@2Cor. xv. 20, Lev. mxili, 32. 
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relief under all. ur distresses. . Hence prayer is 
appointed by God as an instrument of improving 
our mature ; a necessary expression. of a devout 
frame of spirit 5 and a condition of receiving the 
divine favours... ~The scriptures. abound. in di- 
rections and. -encouiragements to. this exercise ; 
and. with ‘instruction respecting the. matter, the 
manner, and the spirit of prayer. If we attend 
to the conduct of our Lord with a view to this 
duty. of. piety, . we shall find it in the highest de- 
gree exemplary, 
5 oh gave hig ie a form of prayer fitted 

ru them, but worshippers of all 
ty ir, address to God. .He delivered 
pre pti _anc exhortations ; ; to enable and 
rage us, s to pray. as we ought. When our 
ord was « ig to his disciples of his. being 
spon F fihen from, them ; and of his seeing them 
ao al n, Spel m to.a abide any long 1 time person- 
‘ally. with them: ; apart of his conversation relat- 
ri aes [John XVis 23, ] 


4 . te? . > 
; ~ ‘ 
dh fe T3 uv. 
, ask me n er: 
, ee ei? oie 


Tsiy-unto you, whatsoever ye. shal 
ather in-my eae will give it Lad 


"oe “But, that need not give you any ¢ con- 
: ;, for wha ‘pétitions, yon present to, fe 
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Father in my name, will be heard and answered. 
Our’ Lord: will Ihave’ us’ always ‘ pray in. his 
name”...that “is, we must” ‘prayers. to God 
as his disciples, according to his direction, and 

in the spirit of his religion ; we must also present 
our addresses to God in and through Jesus Christ 
as our mediator, and intercessor. . We must 
worship the supreme Being ‘in the charactéroof 
God and Father of our Lord and Saviour: Jesus 
Christ, “* who ever liveth, making intercession 
for us.” The piety no less than benevolence of 
our Lord, Bi. a|a care he took to give 
so many directions ‘cencernii ig prayer. * Butit 
is peculiarly instructive and pleasi 4 to view him 
in his practice of this duty, © 

Let us consider’ on » what occasion he is record- 
ed to have prayed.” 

The evangelists m cpetilis his kidireant ais God 
on Solemn occurrences in his life. “When he - 
was ® baptised ; Se ee eee 
| | tles; he went out into a mountitin to * pray ; and 

imediatély before his transfiguration, he took 
Peter, James, and John apart into a high moun-— 
tain’ for the same holy exercise. We read also 
that he ‘Tifted up-his eyes. to heaven Pont vel 
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on the night when Judas betrayed him. Three 
of the evangelists: have recorded his * prayer dur- 
ing his agony:in the garden of Gethsemane. He 
bent his knees, he prostrited himself in the east- 
ern manner, he prayed. with uncommon intense- 
fess and perséverance, thrice repeating the sub- 
stance of the same words. Again, while they 
were fixing him to the cross, he ° prayed for his 
murderers ; and he expired with a devout com- 
mendation of his spirit to God. 

Our Lord: offered up his devotions after signal 
displays .of his:miraculous power. . When he 
_ had wrought a great number of cures * publickly 
for the first time, when afterwards * he had heal- 
ed great multitudes, and particularly a leper, 
when she liad fed. the five thousand with five loaves 
and two fishes, #, payee deat ades and 
prayed. 93... ey 

» oo* Our Finds intercession for ies that his 
faith might not ‘fail in the hour of tral, was, at 
onge an instance of his piety and. benevolence. 

» It is: recorded of him on no less than six occa- 
deiajahes he gave thanks to Gail on Pere 
and distributing food. 

». The occasions of our Saviour’s prayers bine 
often’ mentioned, we are assisted in forming a 
judgment of their matter as arising out of those 


a Matth. xxvt. vi. Oyfec. b Luke xxiii. Mark Matth. 
49.44. Luke vi, 1216, elishe whi 2h “ woe + 
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oceasions ;* suchas supplications for God’s bless- 
ing ih important” undertakings; "and for his'fa- 


2 vour to others according to their ‘characters and 
, circumstances ; acknowledgments of: the extra- 
» | ordinary power wngruns edie 34 4 orof 
)- his common bounty: "! | 

y But sometimes weitharve the advantage of 
is knowing the very words of the’ prayers which he 
i- offered. Having upbraided Chorasin, Bethsaida, 


and Capernaum for*not having repented in con- 


al sequence of his mighty works; and’at another 
ne time the seventy having’ reported to him «the 
ly mighty works done ‘by *them:.:.* * Tthank thee, 
al- said he, O Father, Lord’of’ heaven ‘and ‘earth, 
er, that thou hast hidden these things from the wise 
yes and prudent [events having been’ so disposed: by 
nd | thy providence, ‘that’ the ‘proud scribe and dis- 
puter of this world are not among my disciples; ] 

his and hast revealed them “unto babes [unto stich 
at 7% plain and uneducated/ but humble and well dis. 


posed, men as’ my; present ‘followers.} Be it 

ea- even so, Father,’ eT ee 
og  thy'sight.2) 

: acs: Sede Balle ‘i hair d66 idan, 

ing [§ ‘knowing by: a divine’ impulse»that he» had!the 


, a |— power'of restoring him to life, “ helifted:up his 
ose , Spe, Sindh ieaig Father, T thank tht that tou 


"Wine, xi ce Luke @.0t. te Jonni. axgane : 
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hast» [now]heard me; and I knew-that thou 
_ hearest mealways ; but’because-of the multi- 
tude, which ‘stand:by, Ihave thus spoken, that 
they may bélieve that thou hast sent me.”? When 
certain gentile proselytes to judaism desired to 
see Jesus at his last passover, he corrected their 
false'ideas by clear intimations of his death, and 
thus’ addressed God: ¢ “+ Father, glorify thy 
name by my sufferings, and by the supernat- 
ural. circumstances which shall attend them.” 

‘Phe -solemnities of his last supper were 
closed by himwith a most devout and affecting 
prayer, uttered ‘in the 20 any of ae discttiles, 
[John xviile 

“’Phe prayers:whichJesus used * during his 
agony, and while the eens » were piercing his 
hatids and his feet; -° and when he hwng on 
théeross, immediately ‘before he expired, are re- 
corded in his own words. 

“* Christ \spake'a parable unto this ‘end, that 
men’ ought“alWays ‘to “pray and: not: ‘to ‘faint. 
There was ina“ va judge, who fearéd not God 
nor’ regarded ‘man ;° and there was ‘a widow in 
yon and she-came to him, saying, Avenge 

ny adversaty :~ and he would not for a 
+ Ser said within himself, 
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cause this widow troubleth me, Iwill avenge 
her, lest, by her continual coming,.she. weary 
me,”’ What is the instructionconveyed by this 
parable ? It is this ;.if a man, that neither fears 
God nor regards man,: insensible to the obliga- 
tions of both religion and humanity, may be sup- - 
posed to grant relief to’ a suppliant, merely on ac- 
count of the continuance and‘importunity of the 
application which is made to hit; -how mucli 
more ought we to believe, that God, who is 
goodness itself, and who is always doing good 
to his creatures, supplying the wants which they 
do not feel nor-express,,and. to whom it is ds easy: 
to grant as to deny requests; how much more 
ought we to believe that this God, upon our earn- 
est and persevering. prayer. for. what. we. need, 
will be favourable to our cries, will accept our 
homage, and will return such answers. as:infinite 





judge*in the parable was. a proper. object.of re- 
peated addresses, how great is; the encourage- 


| Whichowe. offer to an almighty..God and. merci~. 
ful Father 2 Surely we‘ ought always. to pray 


| business except devotion ; but that we should 
No. 2, Fr a : 
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aim to. be.always in a:fit. temper..to. prays .., that 
uponall:solemn .occasions of life, and under all 
strong emotions.of mind, we should actually ad- 
dress ,ourselves,to.God,; that we should render 
worship at stated times, and always with fervour 
and, affection ;,,and_lastly, should persevere in 
prayer, and,.not remit.our devotions, though we 
see no eflect, produced. . For. God’s providence 
walks, inthe deep,; .we donot always receive the 
favours..we.asky.whether spiritual or temporal. 
We must not #measurethe Deity by our impa- 
faenee,;..and the: effect. of our prayers thay be 
real, when, it-is.not, perceptible ; and ,we., are as- 
‘Sured, that, when sincerely , offered, they _ shal! 
‘never return into.our. bosom void. This idea 
of. continued ; and repeated. devotion does not fall 

under our Lord’s censure of vain repetitions. 
(4)‘ Forthose repetitions are vain, which repeat 
the words and.not the devotion, which renew 
«the expression. and.not the. desire; amd-he that 
may pray the same prayer to-morrow, ‘Which: he 
said: to-day,, aay pray the same at night, which 
he said in the moming, and the same*at noon 
; said.at night, and so. in all the hotirs of 
prayer, ate a.all the opportunities of devotion. 
Christ | in! his. agony. went ‘thrite, at short inttr 

° “sid the same weals.h din ade 
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enly Father, when. he''c oe | 


wsOnable, and fewer 
make it pious. | ardhicarnarwaperucns eb 
ter for such repetition is the fault which our Sa- 
viour condemnéd’ ii ‘the’heathén, who in their 
hytnns would say'a ‘namie ovet’a’ hundred. tinies, 


With SS etotntes nM tion our 
Guett 
prayers reason much deter ny ‘ 








prayers ; and he that™ ‘i 
BB ch he utter Meron " 
ur Lord’s perseveran 

vable. St. Bt aii tat aot Ree ch 
before he chose the twelve, “he went out into’ 
mountain, to pray,” and continued’ all’ night in 
prayer to God.” _And ‘when he ‘had’ seri. re 
a great multitude, whom he had fed with a 

loaves and fishes, we likewise tead ‘that he retired 

into.a mountain, ‘and con , 
fom between our sixth and ii see ace 
ing, to between the third ‘and sixth’ bo ofthe 
ees vith his h 
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running an. paar course of piety and benev- 





| Chi ay: occupying: such large portions of 
in prayer were acts of the holy, and heavenly 


jr ) datristarices, ‘and can verv rarely be the 
duty of his disciples. . In’général, his (5) “* piety 
was without the aflrightment of precedent, or 
prodigious instances of actions greater than the 
imitation of men. The instances of it were ac- 
tions of a very holy, but of an ordinary life ; and 
we may observe this difference in the story of 
Jesus from, ecclesiastical writings of certain beati- 
fied persons, whose life is told rather to amaze 
us and to create scruples, than to lead us in the 
evenness and security of a holy conscience.” 
Such was the piety of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Do we call ourselves his disciples? Would we 
secure an interest in his promises, and be qual. 
ified for his presence in heaven ? ‘We must imi- 
tate his piety, and live to God. Our devout 
sentiments "aust appear in our obedient conduct. 
We must have respect to all the commandments, 
to. precepts of a moral, and’ precepts of a positive 
kind, giving to each its proper place and dignity, 
neither. Tnduly’ exalting the one nor depressing 
the other. If we have. the spirit of C hrist, we 
shall read the word of God, keep ourlips from 
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of bis mas and attend upon the services 

house. We shall constantly y to him 
versity, in life and death ; we shall. . 
regent him, our. God and Father, wh sip 
ee Pa 
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SECT. I. 
Ce ceshein of our Anvighes, 


Fees. at love* was enjoined in’ the law of 
“Moses, and is enforced ‘by ‘new motives in the 
gospel. ‘There can be no 'sincere piety without 
benevolence. ‘They who love God; regard the 
Welfare of his creatures, and they who take de- 
ight ‘in his’ character take delight in goodness. 
It is the object of the Sint. precepts, and 
features of the gospel to correct the selfishness of 
' human nature, and to bring us under the influ- 
ence of unfeigned benevolence. ‘‘ This is my 
commandment,” saith Christ, “‘ that ye love one 
* “another, éven as I have loved’you.’? How hath 
‘Christ loved tis ? “With an ardent, a ‘generous, 
‘an impartial, an unchangeable love. He hath 
au us an ¢xample of that sympathy, which en- 
a ‘into ‘the ‘pleasures and pains of all beings 
capable of enjoyment and suffering; of that good 
| a which engages us‘to promote the welfare of 
“gthers to'the utmost of our power. : 
an has been justly observed, that (6)“ our Lord 
‘was a pattern both of the contemplative and ac- 
“tive life, shews us how to mix these to the great- 
~” est advantage, and by his, own example teaches 
us that we cannot serve God better than by doing 
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good to’ men.” . His. benevolence was won- 
derful and unexampled.... ‘Though he was * rich, 
yet for our sakes he became poor, find was a par- 






taker of human ‘infirmities, ‘sin-otily excepted. 
During his abode on. earth, we haye constantly 
occasion to admire his assiduous and laborious 
beneficence, his gentle, benign, and affectionate 
disposition and .conduct.. The severity of . the 
Baptist’s appearance, of bis manner of life and 
address, was: wisely intended, to raise the atten- 
tion of the Jews, and to,remind them of their an- 
cient prophets ; particularly of * Elijah, the next 
in eminence to their great lawgiver Moses... And 
this rigour of character served as ashade to place 


our Lord’s amiable: qualities in .a stronger 
There is a true.simplicity and force in St, fom 


ceepsiption sf Jesus, that he <‘ Wout shout d 
beiien, and 3 ; sme 





oo And. he. is ocala ta 
Represented. by,,the »prophet,.Malachi, cag the 


sun.of righteousness, with, healing in 23 
The evils of pain and disease, of ormmped 
“agate usillusteate this, part of our Lord’ 

character by/facts recorded in the gospels: 
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St. “Matthew repeatedly asserts of Jésus, that 
he healed en ee te 






















, inthe ce lepet of the ‘Jews, ‘were most 

Rictive and ‘dreadful, seem to’ have been the 

pécial objects of his ‘miraculous power. In 

poant ‘the miracles of Christ had a. beneficial 

cendency, and. were acts of goodness as well as 
Wer. 





m he raised from the dead were, 





fairas, ind | izarus the friend of his immediate 


Pore | his rege gies 






: ti ‘on “took X hit bythe hand, and 
Of the sha! ebro healed ; a de- 












ailed purepny oP lil, ‘nd of ease and 
: uch was his attention to those who 
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|.of him, that he sat at meat 


psat.the very. time 
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his watched by the jealous 
: , s 

Wa 1 Eek paki in- 















7% 


The; Samaritans were a people against whom 
he. Jews ‘entertained thé the: strongest prejudices, 
and .the sharpes religious enmity. © But our 

’s moind ‘was so far from being tinctured 

he greatest human ty. “At thes wiell of Jacob 
og Hearth ay woman of Samaria, and unre. 
servedly declared to her his’ Messiahship : he 
Spmke of go> wht gc his spiritual 
rvest 3. at 1 t request .he remained in their 

“two ays and during ‘that interval gave 
Miah Sit $i chchite Woks his divine 
instr tmaps Sint Pe was. the Saviour of the world. 


ted the beautiful “parable of the 
SS fe tlt pa binding up his wounds, 

; ie inet Far mF of him; and 
rdingly. } | perfect example 
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but rants ook fag feast found, 
that-returned to give glory to Bom, are 
stranger,” 

And” though, ‘when. our Bo ae cere the 
twelve, he forbad them to go into the way of * the 
piuqehiaie yale esb id ag an 


who were of. or 
of the Jews that the 


2 ‘Luke xvil 15—18, 
@ Marth aeRE, 47, 












be-avoided; on such occasions, “and: adapted “his 
language to: Jewish customs and’ideas. 
Whilst-the good will of Jesus’ Christ was 
partial end universal, he showed a par- 
wegard to his countrymen. After Jesus 
wrought * miracles ‘both in Jerusalem and 
ih Galilee; :and:his » fame as: a prophet had been 
spread abroad, he went to ‘Nazareth, his place 
of abode from his second to about his thirtieth 
year. , Sens he raised the wonder of the'Naza- 
at his-gtacious words, and declared himself 
\prophet;~scensuring at the same time their 
Spe att g him on account of his hum- 
A _ble.descent,‘and intimating, with much dignity, 
“that they were as unworthy of him as their fore- 
if \ aa a the A mars ake and 





































to the Jewish rulers wih to the Wiles poise at 
esp r, by calling the ‘twelve, by the 
ful wisddin acd authority of his copious 

pea bly ‘after the interval Of more than 
hs baaky youchsafedl’ te’ revis the 


ps = 2:4 j 
.- tt, 23. iv. Pra b Luke iv. 14. ¢ th, 1630. 
4 Matth. xiii, 54—58, 
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Pera satin tadec diadey 
works. - But still they were offended» at the 
obscurity of his birth, ..And, on < cou 
their unbelief, hedid. not deem it wisean 
to. do many miracles among dani Modan that 
he laid. his hudson few sick, jadhecaled 
them? ore ee 
Slop siceseuntie toto sade. it oes 
ticularly “the sécond’! they prove that our 
Lord could not- be: deterred:by fear «of con- 
‘empt, by ingratitude, or danger, from prose: 
cuting his gracious design towards “his coun- 
trymen. 
. There: is) a’ inthe ef Sitciavelense which 
consists in almsgiving or relieving po 
from our, Aarrconecep ne and our’ ‘Lond, 
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quiokly 5’ sore of his: disciples..understood 
him. as commanding that he who kept the 
bag ‘‘ should give something to the * poor :” 
whence we.may infer that this was.our Lord’s 






i ‘here Siocon > mixture of. benevolence 
r pas authority j in our. Lord’s form of address. 
He is distinguished by a tender treatment and 
encouragement of all who approached him, 
or. with-whom he had intercourse. When a 
paralytick was let down through the roof of a 
- house, where Jesus was instructing ard heal- 
ing many, he thus removed all fear of impro- 
pHiety, and intrusion, ** ‘Take courage, son ; 
thy sins, are forgiven thee.” He used. the 
seme appellation to his disciples, ** Sons, how 
Aard. is it for: those who trust in riches to enter 
into the, kingdom of God!” When the wo- 
man who had. an issue of blood, incurable. by 

ans, came bebind Jesus in. the press, 
us. gari ment, and ‘immediately .P 











ian, tae and pel ee 
gh “unc Pit nty me a i ment EF 
ee on. Br conduct,” “told hin the’ Whole § 
éfuth, he’ ‘thus Bracionsly’ 3] F 


apes xiii. a9. 
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: "Paké’ courage,’ daughter ;' thy faith hath 
i restored thee to health : ‘$0 in'peace, and ‘be 
| healed “of thy disease.” And ‘probably, dn 
F many occasions, though two only are ‘tecord: 
| ed, our Lord useda language whi . Joliny 
i in hie venerable oldage seems to hve iffiitated, 
a calling his disciples by the ecaeearing nameé oF 
s children. 
4 How open our Siesta to the kind 
y ajections appears from his sensations towards 
1. (the young man’ who had ‘kept the command- 
a ments from his youth ; . Pes beheld ‘him 
es and loved him.?? en ae 
a Observe how he acted si «© Some 
ow brought to him hittle children, that he might 
os lay his hands on them and pray.” “< The 
vo. (disciples rebuked ‘those who brought them, 

f as if such objects’ were ‘unworthy of his atten 

tion, “ But when Jess saw it, he had in? ; 





up in his ee Ril 
blessed them.”” ‘Every heart must be warm: 


éd by the:plain reeital'of such a conduct, anid f 
yr i must praise it. a hide ' 
His precepts of benevolence «fford:a strik: t 





picture of his, benevolent. mind. . ‘‘* Thon 


a Mark x. 21. b Matth. xix. r3—t5, and} nasil’ 
eek 315, pes gary 



























shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,” ‘is the 
commandment to which he assigned the sec- 
ond ranks. Nay, he enjoined the * love of our 
sities teat that the love of those 

Joveyus, is thankless and unrewardable. 
. ‘ Ve are.to make mutual loye our distinguish- 

ing ® mark.as christians ; and his new com- 
Liomdoneits| is, that we love one another, ac- 
cording to that-eminent degree of love with 
pia: he loyed us. 

_ Thus did he strive to prevent the, train of 
rng accidentally. occasioned by religion ; 
which inflames men’s passions in. proportion 
to its importance... And he directly. condemn- 
ed. persecution in these memorable _ words, 
‘‘ Ye. know, not.what. manner-of spirit ye are 
of; for the Son.of man.is not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them :” and. again, 
in the * parable. where, under the.character of 
-a husbandman -who ,sowed.good. seed in his 
or destroying the sons of the evil one who gave 
‘ofience by pernicious doctrines or by unright- 
ous lives, lest at. the same. time the wheat 
‘should be-reoted up with, them :, lest) good 
+ pe apart ecaastnas .were «interwoven. with 
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thems, should partake of their sufferings sheet 
the principle supposed to justify the extermina- 
tion-of “such, should! sometimes involve the 
good jvand lest tHe interest of thie’ “C 
should bein 7 
wild beasts, worried cit roared 
Tn the «time-ofharvestp’ at the ‘last day, our 


€ 7 ae the’ 
“Gather . ye to m4 bear 


them. in bund to enenial bale gather 
the wheat into my garner.” “And if men ex- 
tirpate each other for speculative errours inv re- 
ligion;: or for: suchriniqaitous »practices* aside 
not-endanger ‘society, ‘they bolély-invade - his 
province who-alone cangnfallibly: discern truth — 
from filiehood and RnoWthe vations aged: 
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© (Phe manner in which our Lord » 
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lation which/he: administered to them, were, 
‘imthe highest degree, affectionate. He often 
foretold: his:death, and called their attention to 
it.in the:strongest terms: ‘‘* Let these words 
sink dowapinto your ears : for the Son of man 
is about. to be-delivered into the hands of men, 
and they shall kill.bim ; and:after he is killed, 
he shall rise again the third day”? And, on 
_theevening beiore his death, he caimed their 
minds with.the,.utmost delicacy of address, 
and with the greatest enlargement of affection 
towards them; ..¢‘ Let* not your. heart be 
troubled.: believe.in. God ; \ believe also in 
me. ©, Incmy:Father’s;/house are many man- 

, riled sicaleclgnete: queappen, e place for you.” 
_ “Lawill, £ praythe Father, and. he shall give 
you another advocate, that he may abide. with 
pork waged? fi Peace.* I leave ,with you, 
my -peaceI gwe unto,you ;,. not.as the world 
prdeiey give Tjunto you. Let not.your heart 
: pmeither let it be-afraid.? ‘+ * Fa- 
Aber, Lowall-that: they. also, whom -thou. hast 
@iven me, be with me where. am ;.that they 
nay behold top thou - haat giye> 
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si <dusabisienthe-nemainility tie disposition, 
and iis benevolent, horrour at Judas’s ingrati- 
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a bake be. 44, 44 amd pall place b John xiv. 3, 2 ” of. 26. 
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2 Jolin, his beloved disciple, but to inti who 
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traiterous design at the paschal supper without 
eettnittes tobihehwan troubled in Pie 
saoetenen eer siaapan: “a 





the greatest “act ‘of » to the whole 
world. ‘<> Greater love thag this hath ‘no 
man, that a man lay down his fife’ for his © 
friends.” “ But * God"commended his love 
towards us in that, while'‘we were yet'sinners 





sme enemies, Christ died for us.”" 


- Afterour Lord’s resurrection, his Benone: 


emanhmetirmesati. lus- 


| We have remarkable proof of it in his 
cnciadenettl Peter. One of the angels who 


appeared tothe” wornen'at his ‘sepulehre ‘thos 
iddressé@ them ; atid; no doubt, ii ‘confor- 





4 aiity oto Gur Lord's’ coniniand : ‘* Depart, 


say to his disciples “and to’ Peter, He 
before you’ into°Galilee.” And two “of the 


‘sacred * writers” have ‘recorded his 


‘separate ap- 
ony ome this apostie'on'the day “of ‘his te- 
‘He -appearéd not apart’ ta St. 




















need * of -healing : and with the same kind at- 
tention our, Lord -afforded Peter an 
occasion of vexpiating, as it were, ‘his. three 
: Coninahieenb photo se nt it ain 


a 








beayen in.the very act of lifting up 

ds disciples and blessing them. . 
wos Nor amust, wer stop here. Heis now.our 
, @s wight .hand;,.and.. will 


hereafter be the * digpenser of eternal life tothe, 
righteous:;\ and -he-has taught! us. to‘ antici- : 
fo ag oe tahoe he--wiil 


not pe Seat ce his are 


“"y anes RXV. 
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all who are capable of happiness or misery; 
virtue and vice. Whilst it is principally exs 
erted towards those who are nearest, and to 
whom we have most.opportunity of being use- 
ful, it promotes an inoffensive, generous, and _ 
“useful: course of behaviour to all. . It. com- 
_ and arwustiine unsocial _— 





Aa Be, sdiaaeredaaereh 
to its neighbour.” It extinguishes: the. fire of 


Malice, and subdues the ,swellings of pride. ; 


restrains the sallies of insolence, and. prevents 
indecorous and unseemly manners, ‘‘ Fon it 
doth not behave itself unseemly.’?’ It enlarges 
the selfish disposition, seeketh not her own, 
and scorns to bend every thing to personal 
advantage and pleasure. It takes no satisfac- 
tion, in the errours and. faults,.of others, and 
renders us incapable of one, Nee 
from..their crimes and. .puni 
charity xjoiceth not im iniquity” or its, conse- 
quences. 

Where this principle resides, the. hear 
® open. to humane. and generous. ; 
feels. a_ constant impulse to acts. of jiberality 
and kindness, and is uniformly intent @p pro- 
toting the peace, comfort, and happiness of 
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mankind’ ‘It’ is kind; springing to em- 
brace‘all opportunities of conferring benefits ; 
suffering long ‘before it will withdraw its good 
opinion from) others, or cast them off as un- 
worthy of'notice. or regard. 

In particular, asthe blessed Jesus came 
into the world tosave it, they who possess his 
spirit will enter into’ the same design ; and 
make the ‘salvation of others, as well as of 
themselves; ‘the: great busiriess of their lives. 
Though they cannot contribute to this'end in 
the’ sameway that jhe did, they can. in other, 
ways, according to their capacities and oppor- 
tunities, ‘promote the cause of truth and nght- 
eousness. No circumstances of life can hin-. 
der us from being at least examples of piety 
and goodness, and making our conduct a les- 
son to-all with whom we art connected. 

“Whatever ‘ends we can suppose the com- 
mands of the deity and the discoveries of the 
gosp-l intended to answer, the disposition to 
serve’ and bless “mankind must promote. 
Are they designed to reflect honour on the 

e Being? The light of good wey | 
dlirectly ‘contributes to plorify the ‘author o 
good. Are the’ exaltation and acceptance of 
tlie’ chalacter of the Son of God among men 
iMportant ‘Objects of the christiéni ‘révelation’? 
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What proof of:regard fo him is)so convincing, 
what recommendation..of him: to.the esteem 
of the world so.persuasive,.as that..which we 
afford by loving one another, as he has, loved 
us, and doing good; to,,those for whose hap- 
piness he . lived and died... Doth, the ‘* com- 
mandment’? aim to,mend and improve human 
nature, and raise it to.a resemblance. of the 
divine ?,. Benevolence is, great and..godlike. 


Is the welfare of, society,a leading purpose of 
the. gospel ? Let the love.of our, neighbour, 


built on. the love.,.of God,, possess all. hearts ; 
‘the _ principal causes of discord, uneasiness, 
and misery among men are controlled, or pre- 
vented, and the interest of the whole becomes 
the interest of the parts. ..Is it the object. of 
the benign religion of Christ to make. every 
one who receives it as happy.as he is capable 
of being here .and. hereafter ?, He,..in ~whom 
devout And benevolent. affections.. dwell, and 
reign, wants no, ingredient of, self enjoyment. 
For to bless is. to be, blest. . Finally, to do 
good to men, without looking to their returns 
of service, to their praise, or ¢yen. their gratt- 
tiide, is to act as children of the Highest, 
and to be prepared for. that society above, 


which is composed entirely of friendly beings, 
of pure angels and perfected saints, Whose 


ye 
i, 
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hearts are purified ffom- every malevolent 
feeling ; and from whose breasts the foul spirit 
of jealousy, envy, and hatred, those fiends 
of darkness is forever banished. “Among 
_ the inhabitants of that world, all souls are 
inflamed with the love-of,God and the love 
of other beings. There all appropriate the hap- 
pimess of all, and every one is blessed in par- 
taking and promoting the bliss of every one. 
There faith shall be Jost in sight, and hope in 
possession, but charity shall keep her power, 
and diffuse her influence through eternal ages. 
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SECT. IV. 
at ane fares conpusien, 


In those dispositions which are eminently 
benevolent we may justly expect ‘to find the 
most lively sensibility and’ compassion : for 
compassion is a’ benevolent sensation towards 
the miserable ; itis that humane uneasiness 
which is excited by the evils of human life, in 
proportion to their degree, and to the merit of 


| the sufferer. Our Lord has expressly enjoin-. 


ed this virtue, ‘‘ Be ye merciful as your father 
also is merciful ;” and he has annexed to it a 
special blessedness : “* Blessed are the merci- 
ful for they shall obtain mercy.’ i 

He has recommended it to our practice in 
the parable of the good Samaritan ; * and he 
has ® enforced it by the example of God him- 
self, both under the similitude of a king who 
took account with his servants, and under that 
of a father receiving into favour a wasteful and 


| unworthy son. 


The three parables referred to are remark- 
ably affecting. Nothing can more forcibly in- 


_ Culeate commiseration than the example of 


« Luke x, 33» 87 b Matth, xviii, 2% 33. Luke xv, a@ . 
a 
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the Samaritan, who, though estranged from 
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the Jews by. every circumstance most apt to 
inflame the human mind with hatred, yet 
shewed. mercy to the wounded Jewish traveller, 
the sight of whose distress moyed not a pricst 
and.a Levite, who were of his own nation, and 
employed in the sacred.offices of his own re- 
ligion.... Nothing. can be more strongly con- 
trasted and condemned than the merciless. be- 
haviour of him, who.was inexorable to his fel- 
lowseryant, took him by. the throat, and ngid- 
ly exacted.a debt..of an hundred pence, when 
his lord had forgiven him ten thousand talents. 
*t His lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors, till he should. pay all. that was 


- due unto him.” Nothing can represent in a 


more lively manner the compassion of God to 


the gentile world.in particular, and to repent- 


ing sinners in general, than the image of a 
father,. who, when. he saw. yet a.great way off 


his‘son, returning to him after he had wasted 


his substance with riotous living, had compas- 
sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him, and .rejoiced as though he had received 
him again from the dead. 

‘The.images with which these parables-a- 
bound shew an overflowing "tenderness and 
humanity : and our Divine Instructer seems 
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to have peculiarly delighted, and éxcelled, if we 
may so ‘speak, in delivering lessons of this 
kind. 

In his own life he has given us a bright 
example of this virtue: He deeply compas- 
sionated the spiritual and temporal wants of 
mankind. ‘* When*he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with compassion on them, be- 
cause they were wearied [with following him 
for the benefit of hhis ‘miracles and’ instruc- 
tions,’] and ‘scattered abroad as sheep having 
no shepherd. ‘Then saith he unto his disci- 
ples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few : Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest.””> On another occasion also, 
wien ié saw timc peonle’ he had * commas. 
sion on them, and ** began to teach them many 
things.”” He miraculously fed them in. the 
desert from the same * principle’; and, prompt- 
ed by this amiable virtue, “healed a leper, re- 
stored * the sight of two blind men near Jeri- 
eho, and when’ a dead man was carried out 
of Nain, the only son of ‘his mother and she a 
widow, generously overcome by her distress, 


he said to hen ‘Weep not, and raised her son 
to life. 


a Matth. ix. 36, 7, b Mark vi. 34. 
¢ Mark viii. 2. we i, 4”. ¢@ Matth «x.34. f Luke vii. 13. 
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So justly may our Lord. be described in 
the language of the prophet Isaiah, as binding 
up the brokenhearted; as feeding his flock like 
a shepherd, as gathering up the lambs in his 
arm, as carrying them in his bosom, and gent- 
ly leading those that were with young. 

It must be further observed that our com- 
passionate Lord was no stranger tothe most 
sensible emotions of the humar heart, and to 
the strongest eutward expressions of them. 
It is thrice recorded of him that he wept. 
- Qnce indeed his own sufferings were. the 
cause, ‘® when he offered up prayers and 
supplications, with. a strong cry and tears, unto 
him that was able to save him from death, and 
was heard” from the filial reverence with 
which he nraved, ne ene 


wea gy wou went rom 
heaven. to comfort him. 

. Another occasion of his tears was his pro- 
phetick. foresight of the destruction which im- 
pended over Jerusalem, and of the complica- 
ted and unexampled calamities. which would 
attend it. .*% When he approached, he beheld 
the city and wept over) it, saying: If* even 
thou [who hast killed so many prophets ].hadst 
known, at. least [after so many, calls to repen- 
tance] in this thy day [of merciful and final 


t Hebr, v. 9. % b Luke xxii. 43. | oe. aix. qt, a. 
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trial,] the things which belong unto thy 
peace——But now they are hidden from thine 


eyes.” 
It is‘also recorded of Jesus that he » wept, 


» . $i St. John’s simple and. beautiful account of 


his raising Lazarus from the dead. Some 
think that it was not unworthy of our Lord to 
weep from a sympatliy observable in the best 
minds, because he “‘ * saw Mary weeping and 
the Jews also weeping who came with her.?’ 
Generous dispositions are overcome by the 
distress of others ; and particularly by the an- 
guish of friends. Others suppose that reflec- 
tions om the malignant effects of sin, which 

introduced misery and death, might draw ~ 
from him this expression of his grief for the 
calamities of -human life. It has likewise 
been suggested that Christ might lament the 
inefficacy of his heavenly lessons in comfort- 
ing his disciples under the temporary’ loss of 
those’ who were most dear'to them. But the 
principal cause of his tears. seems to have 
been, his experience of unbelief in the Jews 
and in his disciples. ‘On other * occasions ‘he 
‘was grieved at hardness of heart ; he sighed 
deeply in spirit when’ the’ Pharisees sotight of 


_ & John xi. 35. ¢ ib. 33. Cn & 9, a 
H.2 . pane 
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him a sign from heaven, tempting hitn ; and 
he expressed himself pathetically at want of 
_ Yational faith in that power which he so won- 
derfully * displayed : “ O faithless and per- 
verse generation, how long shall I be with 
‘you ? how long shall I suffer you 2” alluding 
to the original want of faith which he imme- 
‘diately perceived in the father of the demoniack, 
‘and which the man soon expressed when he 
said, “‘ But, if thou canst do any thing, help 
_-us’”’: and also referring to the want of confi- 
dence in God’s assistance betrayed by his disci- 
ples, who, not having attained that entire belief 
in God which was the result of prayer and fast- 
ing, were unable to cast out the demon. Thus 
in the passage before us, Jesus seems to have 
groaned in spirit, to have been troubled, and to 
have wept, chiefly because his former power, 
repeatedly evinced in raising the dead, had so 
little effect on the Jews, on the sisters of Laza- 
rus, and on his apostles. This is intimated to 
us by the evangelist. Some of the Jews said, 
_could not he, who opened the eyes of the blind, 
have caused:that this man also should not have 
died ? On which St. John observes, “Jesus ' 
therefore, agam :oaning in himself cometh to 
- the grave.” 


€ Mark ix, 19, and parallel places, f John xb 37, 8. See alfo v. 16,32. 
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' » © From this view of our Saviour’s disposi- 


tion towards the miserable, we learn the ex- 
cellency of a compassionate temper. Many 
persons pretend to regard the tender passions 
as a mark of weakness. Ambitious of being 
considered stoicks and philosophers, they dis- 


dain to be moved on any occasion. But we 


have not known the spirit of Christ, if we are 
ashamed_of that sensibility, which makes us 
alive to the miseries of others, and enables us 
to.‘‘ weep with them who weep.” Have not the 
greatest men,and the most eminent saints, pos- 
sessed a large share of this tenderness ? Are 


they not frequently painted in tears ? Abra- 


ham was a brave and a good man ; and yet 
we read, that he mourned and wept. Joseph, 
David, and Jonathan also were no strangers to 
these emotions. Hezekiah and Jeremiah wept 
sore. And that great christian hero, St. Paul, 
frequently shed tears, if not on his own per- 
sonal account, yet out of compassion to others. 
We need not therefore be ashamed to resemble 
such characters ; still less ought we to think 
it- unworthy of our dignity as men, or our pro- 


_fession as christians, to have the same dispo- 
sition, which was also.in Christ. We be- 
_ hold his compassion’; we ask it for ourselves. 


Shall we not sympathize with one another,and 


‘ 




















92 


-view with pity the case of the dejected, the 
mistaken, the sinful ?_. He, who in the midst 
of the common sufferings of life feels not for 
the distressed; who relents not at his neigh- 
bour’s grief, nor scans his failings and /trans- 
gressions with the eye of a brother, must be 
sensible that -he excludes himself from the 
commiseration of Christ. But whilst we at- 
tend to the mercy of our Saviour, and regard 
it as a pattern, we must guard against the a- 
buse of the circumstance, that our Lord was 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities. The 
amiable view which the gospel gives of. his 
clemency may flatter some men_ with unwar- 
rantable hopes, and \cad them to expect im- 
punity for their deliberate! and wilful sins. 
But the compassion of Jesus differed w idely 
from that undistinguishing and capricious in- 
dulgence, which is sometimes found among 
men. It is the compassion of an impartial 
mind, enlightened by wisdom, and guided by 
ice, extending pardon to the defects of the 
sincere, but not to the sins of the presumptu- 
ous ; and least of all to those, who encourage 
themselves in evil from the hope. that God is 
too pitiful to mark against them their kuown 
and allowed offences. (5) 
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SECT. V. 
Of our Lord’s Justice, 


Wuewn St. Peter calls our Lord the * Just 
One, and when that title is*® elsewhere attrib- 
uted to him, it is meant, that he was univer- 
sally * righteous and good. It is no where 
said of him, that he was just in the usual sense 
of the word ‘justice, as it consists in “ render- 
ing to all men their due. Indeed, justice, as 
defined by moral writers, is a virtue in our 
intercourse with others, which is the lowest, 
though an essential, part of a great character. 
Our Lord was more than just ; he rendered to 
men more than their due, and overflowed to 


them in an unbounded degree of love. | 
' Though Christ has not delivered direct 
and special precepts on this subject, he com- . 
mended * just servants and stewards ; * judg- 
ment, which may well import a publick and 
@ Acts ili. 24, b Matth. xxvii. 19,94, Luke xxiii. 47; 8e. 
¢ See Matth. iii. 15. i, 19. i, ix. 19, xxv. 46. Luke xxiti. 50. 
and Rom. v. 7. where the latter part of the verse is a correc= 
tion of the former : “ Yet I will allow that for a good or right 
eous man [the words Sma: and ayatos being equivalent} some 
will even dare to die.” 


d Rom. xiii. 7. |e Matth. xxiv. 45. xxv. 21. Luke. xii. 
42. xix. 17, f Luke xi. 42. 
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private dispensing of justice, is ranked by him 
with that primary duty, the love of God ; 
and the same * virtue and fidelity, in our words 
and actions, are elsewhere mentioned by him 
among the weightier matters of the law: he 
condemned the opposite vice, when he de. 
scribed an unjust judge who feared net God 
nor regarded man, when he taught that moral 
pollution was contracted by * theft and deceit, 
and when he denounced a woe on the scribes 
and pharisees for cleansing the outside of the 
cup and dish, when within they were full of 
rapine and injustice.° 

‘In the parable * of the steward who was 
accused to the rich man his master as wasting 
his. substance, our Lord selected a single cir- 
cumstance from ‘this conduct, which he pro- 
posed to the imitation of his disciples in prose- 
cuting their great end, the attainment of an 
eternal reward, . In the course of the narration, 
the steward. is expressly called unjust; and 
his injustice was branded by his dismission. 
What his master praised was his wisdom and 
foresight, his. subtle and ingenious manage- 
ment in securing to himself friends. He 
punished his dishonesty, but acknowledged 


a Matth> xxl, 23. ' Bb Mark vii: 22. See also John. x. 1, 14. 
Matth. xix, 13, ¢ Matth. xxiii. 25, dé Luke xvi: 
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his art and cunning. What Christ himself 
observed on this parable was, that, in general; 
worldly men were wiser in conducting their 
temporal affairs, than good men with respect 
to their spiritual concerns; in which remark 
he has ranked the unjust steward among: those 
whose views began and ended with this life ; 


and has opposed his character to that of men 


whose actions will bear the light, and who will 
inherit the glorious reward of the saints in 
light. And his* exhortation to his disciples 
was, that they would make a prudent use of 
riches, which generally administered to un- 
righteousness, and deserved not the name of 
a true and solid acquisition ; and would be 
faithful stewards of them, so as finally to gain 
the friendship of God by rightly dispensing 
them. ‘Thus, on another © occasion, our 
Lord did not require of his followers that they 
should imitate the impious, unjust, and shame- 
less judge described by him, or that ‘they 
should be overcome by mere importunity ; 
but the moral of his parable was, that men 
should pray always, and not faint ; particu- 
larly in those times of persecution. And it 


_ 4s very observable, that the application of 


a ‘There fs an opposition between the beginning of verse 9, and that of 
8, io Luke avi. b Luke xvii, 1=€, 
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these parables is made for. us; and that our 
Lord is unusually large in explaining the uses 
_ Of the former, and thus guarding it from mis- 


eonstruction. 
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TEE os tec 
Of cur Lord's Temperance. © ‘ 


Ir is observable of Christ, that he did not aim 
at striking the people by an’ austerity of ap- 
pearance and conduct. He came ‘‘ * eating 
and drinking ;”? in contradistinction to the sol- 
itariness-and abstinence of his harbinger, John 
the Baptist ; a conduct on which the Jews put 
a perverse interpretation, and were neither 
pleased with the rigour of the Baptist, nor 
with our Lord’s familiar and conversiblé man- 
ner; though the wisdom of such a deport- 
ment, in him who ‘“ ® came to seek and to 
save that which was lost,” carried its own 
* justification with it to the well disposed and 
considerate. ‘The calumny advanced by the 
inconsistent Jews of our Lord’s time was a 
general one, confuted by facts: it was as 
groundless as their assertion, that he was a 
friend to publicans and sinners, when he con- 

_. versed with them only to reclaim them. It 
= was truly remarked by’ oné of the fathers that, 
a Matth. <A s scan os coma thieih te. ta, a 
dh uke wits 10, «© Matte ah 205 Origen, contra Gel 
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atnidst ntimberless accusations and falsehoods, 
none could object to him the least act of self 
. thdulgenve. « He appeared in a state of pover- 
ty, and‘ endured ‘the’ inconveniences incident 
toit ; some of his followers ministered to him 
of their substance, and he had not where to lay 
his head. 

"We read that Jesus was coeseit ata * mar- 
riage-feast very early in his ministry ; and on 
this occasion some objectors to his conduct 
have alleged that he contributed'to intempe- 
tance by the first miracle which he wrought. 


But it is probable that the guests at this 
feast were many; a Supposition which seems 
agrecable: to the custom of the Jews ; to the 
_ appointment of a governour ; and to the cir- 
‘eumstance that ©“ both Jesus was called, and 
sail disciples, te the marriage-feast :”? for what 

was the mimber of converts at that time cannot 
| be determined. 

Neither'can it be ascertained during how 

many dais the marriage-feast continued. » We 
fead of some which lasted © seven days ; and 
thus, if ‘Jesus was present on the * third day 
a John fi, t—t4, & Matth. xxii. t—14. Luke Riv) B10. Judg% 
aw. BOs" 2= 5 "© Judges xiv. tz. xi, 19. 
“a The beat Aitenpretation’of this passage is, “ onthe ‘third day” aitx 
Jesus's arrivalin Galilee ; which may have been the first day of the fcast. 
. t 
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of the feast, it might have been sinndine 

much frequented, for four days:onwards. - 
Nor is it easy, to fix what was pa i 

of wine produced. .. Our translation may give 





too definite an idea toa word signifyir 
capacious vessel in general ; _ or, if-a determ 
nate. measure is meant, which i is most, agreca- 
ble to the evangelist’s node of expression, it 
may be * one said’ to” contain a little more than 
seven pints, .. | 

It has also aon very _properly suggested 
that great part of the wine provided might I have 
‘walt considered as a,* : ae nuptial pre- 
sent, acceptable to persens who were. probably 
in an humble station, ‘and or aoe reserved 
for other occasions ; pas and 1 that a the quantit} ) 
tor has stated, was both an. act of exuberan 
miracle as removed it bend al possibility < 
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At must likewise be observed that a lighter 
wine ‘might be im ordinary use among the 


. Tews : and we ‘know that the w ines, now 
_ * made from the. grapes of Lebanon and Her- 


mon, “are not of an intoxicating quality when 


| taken freely. 


“Nor do the words, used by the governour 
of the feast, import that the guests had been 
guilty of excess at that particular time. Ac- 
cording to the usual custom, “ every man at 
first setteth on good wine, aint when men have 
drunk fully’or plentifully, then that which is 
‘worse : Beal hast ‘kept the good ‘wine until 
now ;”” “until the present day, and the feast it- 
self, aréfar advanced : in w hich’ circumstance 
alone, T mean’ the laténess of time when the 
wine was given, the parallel may hold, 
"a not further : though indeed the expres- 
‘sion, ‘does not ‘necessarily imply intoxication, 
but may be understood’ of "that “abundance 








mn conduct at this marriage, that tc 
wete'a ‘testimony from the great Founder of 
our religion, in fayour of. that, state as a ‘pure 
and.honourableone. . And though. he-bimself 
led a life of celibacy, he mentionéd ‘marriage as 
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* a divine institution, * injec it to” wise 
regulations, and expected, even at that pecus 
liar time, that only a select * few would detach, “ 
themselves from domestick ties “ on account 
of the kingdom * of heaven,” then to be ex- 
tended by their means.’ Nor did he subject 
these to any ensnaring restraint, but made their 
own prudence the rule oftheir conduct. 
"Thus did our Lord display a prophetick 
foresight and’a divine.wisdom. _ For ecclesi- 
astical history informs us. that, from the in- 
fancy of the gospel,’ here vari 
nominations arose; W ) asserted the unlawful- 
ness of marriage. We likewise know that 
the church of Kome forbids marriage to one 
order at this day ; fotwithstanding the apos- 
tle’s very remarkable manner of. expressing 
| it is “ “honourable in all men ;” 
and notwithstpliding: ‘an’ overseer of ‘Christ's 
flock is described’ as‘ the ‘ husband. ‘of one - 
wife, and one that’ ruleth well his’ own house, 
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«We may \ikewise discern a wisdom in the 
‘ specifick miracle performed at Cana. For the 
| . | use of wine in any degree was forbidden by the 
__» ‘Marcionites and Manichees among: the chris- 
tians, and afterwards by the successful Arabian 
Off 2 
~ “Ontthis occasion too, and on many others, 
‘our Lord shewed that his religion was not a 
morose and unsociable one ; . and he discoun- 
tenanced by his example that course of rigid 
abstinence and mortification by which some, 
who would be thoughthis most perfect. dis- 
ciples, have disgraced the gospel. . When 
*one of the Pharisees desired, him ‘that he 
would eat:with him, he went into the Phari- 
.  see’s house,.and sat down. to meat with other 
"puests.. <He:shewed a like condescension to 
» another of that sect, immediately after some 
: of them had-ascribed his miracles to Satan. 
; Matthew; who from a: publican was 
called to be an apostc, made. siren Je- 


inet mansy: publicans and sinners. «He * ate 
» bread on the'sabbath day with. aruler of the 

phariseés; thtis teaching that even the striettiess 
rok the Jewish-sabbath did not wholly exclude 


a eee a b ib. xi. 37. 
¢ Make ¥: 29, and parallel places, @ Luke xiv, 2. 
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_ invidiousness of ‘the action. on account of the 


mind: and. this supper was attended with a 


' of those who ‘sat at meat,” and thus graced 
one emt pr pratiuen 


a fast of forty, days, resembling, in its duration 
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this kind of social intercourse; much less the 
day on which his followers were to commem- 
orate his.own resurrection, . provided it do not 
occupy an undue proportion of time, nor inter. 
fere with the publick .and private duties of re- 
ligion proper to the day. We also read. that: 
he was guest to-* Zaccheus, .a chief of the 
publicans, ‘and:therefore of a profession most 
hateful to the Jews: . but he disregarded the 


man’s personal virtueé ;. and exhibited. the 
character of a: perfect teacher, despising that of 
epee rying Again >we. find him partak- 
ing of a” supper in«Bethany, in the house of 
Simon, whom he had: probably healed of a lep- 
rosy. This was On the third day before his ; 
crucifixion ; so sedate and composed was his 


Lazarus, whom our Lord» raised from the 
dead. after he hadseen corruption, “‘ was one 


"The temptation of Jesus was preceded by 


a Luke xiv, §, ‘b Matth, xvi, 6, and patalle! places . 












and miraculous nature, the fasts of * Moses 
and Elias. ‘As he entered on his ministry im- 
mediately afterwards, he thus taught us a gen- 
: peers’ ‘that it may be expedient to fast on 
solemn occasions: a duty practised by the 
rophets ° and’ teachers who separated Paul 
id Barnabas to the work of the. ministry ; 
sid by Paul and Barnabas themselves, when 
they ordained elders in the churches of Asia, 
and commended their converts to the Lord in 
whom they believed. ‘We have not even an 
mation in the gospels that our Lord fasted 








at other times, In one ‘ place indeed, he reg- 
ulated fasting as an acknowledged duty, and 
carefully removed from it all osientation : and 
in another, he observed to his apostles that 
gfeat acts of | faith were not to be exerted in 

erforming the. most nc mayp ay: but by 





ch, exercising. his disciples. in acts of absti- 
* nenee. When questioned about this, he as- 
two reasons :_ that he would not antici- 


pate the days of fasting which his afflicted aad 


"w Ba. mxxiv. 28, duinbains 8 b. Acts xiii, 3. 
© Acts xiv. 23. _ @ Matth. Vi. 16018, 
€ Matth. xvii, 30, 21, 4 Mark i. 18, &."” 











ja ie and that he woul not 
discourage new. conyerts by requi 
those seyerer duties which . belor 
gta te ay igi 





z of them 














was not directly stat d 
insinuated by the fo llowi 1 | 
conduct, mit om cte * pu I 
be like adding a piece of new and unvwrought 
cloth to an old garment : or like putting new 
wine.into old bottles of leather, which would 
| burst, them by its fer ment r hake sett 
new wine before. ‘¢ one. -who. had im mediately 
partaken of old wine... an as our Lord 
$0 cautious not to religion a foie. 
ne Sppearaney Se fee Lai should follow 
his example ; ‘not ea xpe ing: 
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abstinence from lawful gratifications of our 
Natural appetites. Our Lord?’s strongest pre- 
cept is, ‘If *any man be willing to come af- 
terme, let him*deny’ himself, and take up his 
Cross daily and follow me :’? Whoever desires 
to be my follower, at this particular time, must 

ergo alpeciiliar dégree of self denial, and 

| pose his life daily. The true self 
denial of christians i in these ages is abstinence 
from vice : ‘though all must allow that pru- 
dential acts of ‘self denial, in matters of an in- 
different nature, are highly proper by way of 
moral discipline, and of subserviency to the 








y abolished: the Mosaick: distinc: 
“Hea ye fallowing solemn decis- 
ear r and understand : Not pid 
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peatedly enjoined in the writings of his * apos: 

" tles, And no man-can pretend to be a follow- 
er of Christ, who does not aim’to keep in sub- 
jection all his animal appetites. — “Intemperance 
and impurity are utterly inconsistent with the 
love of God, the love of man, the care of our 
worldly interest, and; above all, with our at- 
tainment to the spiritual happiness of the tice: 
venly state. 

Purity of heart; aiid 2 seriét command of 
the eye, that it wander not to illicit objects, are 
* taught and enforced by our Lord; and im- 
purity is * censuredand forbidden... However, 
there are net wanting passages in our Lord’s 
short instructions where excess ‘is’ strongly 
condemned. ‘‘* Take heed, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged. with surfeiting and 
drunkenness.’? And: sudden and final de- 
struction is twice denounced against | the evil 
servant, who shall ‘say in his heart, My. lord 
a eee neh ame i 
and be satee tage, Hi fs 82 


aGa.v.23% 2PeL6. = \® Matth v. 8,28. md 
© Matth. v. 32 Mark vil, &. aix, (9. @ huke xxl. 34, 
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SECT. ‘VIL 
Of the Meckness of Jesus Chriet, ’ 














Tue regulation of anger is an important part 
of self government : and this virtue was emi- 
nently displayed by our Lord on many occa- 
sions. He has also both made it the ‘subject 
of a precept, and pronounced a blessing on it : 
“«* Blessed are the meek ; for they shall in- 
heritthe earth :” they shall enjoy » quiet, con- 
ciliate friends, and escape injuries. And he 
hag forewarned us that improper anger will in- 
cur punishment: ‘‘* Whosoever is angry 
. with his brother without a cause, shall be in 


danger of the judgment.”” In another place 
he'finely reproved the unjust anger of the Jews 


against the gentiles, on account of their ad- 
mission into 'the same external privileges with 


themselves under the christian covenant. The 

parable to which I allude prophetically repre- 

sents the elder brother a# angry, and refusing 
tospartake of the feast which his compassion# 


inn prepared on the younger bro- 
’s-returil. 


se 2 6 <= > ot Ce om oe: re = fe > me moc oh FA cnr 


a 


3 
= 
. 


Ay be 
suggested a sia of fare on, dite a ee 


ignorance: « Fé » tumed, atid ree hie them ig 
and said, ‘Ye ktiow not what le ey tamer 
he are of + ‘for the’ Son of man 4 Se >, ot a 
destroy men’s lives, but’ to” ? ei j ta 
When the twelve’ ‘sb "NS shaded ae + gs By x i i as 
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to them his own example, during ‘his intet- 
course with them, tured their views to future 




















gracious ‘words by a most eminent act 
nility in * washing their’ feet 2 an office 
F. descension, which he exhorted them to 
ahi in their g conduct towards each 
other. When diiring his agony inthe garden of 
Gethseniane, Péter, James, arid John, though 
commanded to watch and pray, slept through 
_* sorrew; theugh himself in an afflicted stat teof 
mind; which is most prone Nbtispaciones; and 






" their culpab € ‘seturity 3 in the midst ll 
an their unconcetn at ‘his own anguish of 
-_ $0U oul, yet hé softeried his ‘expostulation’by <n 

t Fh diate vary a indeed is: ee but 







__ but inf FP Rjiting a thvst eis! ost an. op- 
por ty of partly converting it to: his own 
use, our. Lord enlarged on the piety of Mary’s 


a John xiii, dmt¢. by Compare Luke xxil..45. John xti, 6 
© Matth. xxvi. 41. 
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aways, aad, ih fi lad ery 
good : but me ye have not lenient She 
done'what she a i her pose? ‘she hh 





privately. marked out the ration sonal by, 
giving: hima portion of the food before hiny, - 
he shewed his very .great lenity, and eveh at 


that time provoked him, to reps tance by .an 
act which was one way of tes fying affection. 
We may add that, i eh ie, 
condescended.to wash Judas’ feet in common 
tila Ra atin penton Tha Pace 2 
fidy: . * Ye -.are., wn, but. not. oi A 
im the ‘very execution. of his par th 
addressed Judas : . “© Companion, wherefore 
art thou come ?”?.What end. canst thou pro- 
(bse ito thyself? and how hath ‘my cond 
deserved this from thee ?’ And when, notwith- 
standing this gentleness, Judas “+ drewinea 
him and kissed him,” ¢ ‘ making an emblem 


tt ac abel 
4 John xii. 4—7 : and p. p. @ Grotius on John xili. 26. 
® John xiii. to. @ Matth. xxvi. 50. 
¢ Male’e Contemplations, p. 60. 









but. 
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‘n12 
of homage and love the signal of scorn and 
contempt; ‘aswell atk fitathiery ak} villainy,’ 
our Lord's.-words*were, “Judas, betrayest 
thou’ the Son/of' inan-with a kiss 2” He gave 
* appellation ; but simply 
mowledge that this seeming mark 
Olence* was used for the purpose of 
p rerretomert to’those. whom ‘his: relent- 
le8S"enemits sent to apprehend him. — 

_ v Observe:the mildness of his exposttilation, 
. Miltien the”! Fews were about to stone him. 
‘Many *qood works have I shewn you from 
my Father: for;which of those works do ye 
stoné wie 9 When the high priest Awnanias 
commianded: Paul to be ‘smitten, this great 2- 
postle betrayed’a warmth which, on Tecolllec- 
jn; he becomingly retracted : “«* God shall 














mite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou 
to judge me’ after thelaw, and “commandest 
me'to be smitten ‘to the lawi?”” ‘But 
with: what composure’ does ‘the: inieek Jesus 

lfress the officer who éthick ‘himwat the ‘ime 
inal 2 “If [in the course of my preacift 
ini] che Ato bear witness of the 
Seas sthitest thow me 2.“ 
: at A tye Fee i 


a Johox. ga 6 Anant 3 ¢ John xviii, 33. 
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Cas eaanasi enh. nliathie disposition 
appeared in the strongest light when he. inter, 
ceded for his murderers, not ona calm fore; 
sight of his sufferings, nor ‘ upon cool.considy. 
eration after the dnjury...was..done,’ butat the 
very time when they were nailing ,him.to the 
CrOSs ; Bra Renee. AE: PEO APs 


nity might naturally have been.expressed 
assertions meee gh nly be 
been uttered... ... 

There, are. occasions. jndeed when our 
Lord shewed a becoming sensibility, of wrong 
conduct. 

_ ‘When. his pt ehuled those who 
brought to him young children, that he might 
lay his hands on them and pray for them, he 
was moyed. with * indignation, that. the. piety 
of those who brought them,,.and_his,own,act 
of benevolence, should be thus: interrupted, . . 

When watched ,by, the scribes and_phari- 
sees, that they might find matter of accusation 
against him if he restored a man’s withered 
hapd on the sabbath, we. read that he looked 
round on them with” anger: but it was an 
anger mixt with grief and compassion for their . 
hardness of heart ; it was a just and generous 





@ Mark x. 14 b iby ili. 5, 
' £23 
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Fesentment ‘oftheir dissembled ‘ malevolence, 
Whi" cotild*think ‘the “sabbath “profined: by an 
| “Bet OF Hutianity, ahd sanctified by’ compassing 
the cléathof hitn “who performed it. 
O. Phéve “are also instancés ‘in ‘our Lord’s 
parables; where ‘anger'is “not only métitioned 
) “Wustifiable effect in the circum. 
stances stipposed to €xist among men, but is 
itely ‘ascribed’ to-“God “himself. © The 
king of the wicked servant was Teasonably 
~ “Mnoved with’ ‘© ariger against him, because he 
_ “Rad’no compiassion’on’ ‘his fellow “servant who 
owed him an hundred ‘pence, when: his lord 
a had forgiven'him ten thousand talents. ‘The 
--Bejection of ‘thé gospel ‘by the Jews was fore- 
_ told under’ the’following parables : ‘one, of a 
-bertain man ‘who so rp tir supper, and 
“Bade many, Aid. who'was * angry at the rude 
_ excuses ‘which all unanimously sent him : 
~ atiotler, ‘of ‘aking who made a marriage feast 
Phis son ; “and, when he had not ‘only suf- 
‘fered ‘the indignity of neglect, but’the outrage 
of having his servants contuméliously treated 
@ad slain, was prompted by a just ° anger to 
“gen ee, and: destroy those mur- 
rs.” 





















€ Matth. avii, 34. @ Luke xiv, 21. b Matth, xxii. 7. 
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When’ our Lord blasted the barren fig-tree} 
he pronounced the: words,’ ‘Let no man eat 
fruit of thee forever,’ with his usual majesty 
of disappointment, because he hungered ; but 
it arose from his fixed attention to‘convey im- 
portant truths: m the most : lively: manner. 
And. when Peter observed on the morrow, 
that the fig-tree, which Jesus had cursed, was 
withered away, he probably, used a Hebrew 
phrase, signifying that the tree had been yee 
troyed by Jesus’ powerful word. | 

Our Lord used severe language for the 
first time,.after the scribes and pharisees had 
attributed his miracles to Satan. But he did 
not call them evil men, a race of yipers, an 
evil and, adulterous generation, till he had first 
confuted their blasphemy with great compo- 
sure and irresistible strength of argument, 
Then indeed,-he boldly* rebuked them, for- 
midable as their power and authority. were. 
But that his reproofs .were not dictated by a 
sense of personal wrong appears from, his own 
words, ‘‘ Whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it,shall be forgiven him,” . 

Itmust be remarked, that our Lord’s' b sh 
language to the pharisees, scribes, and teach, 


‘Ng iatth, ail, 2439. b Luke xi, 3952. * 
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ers of the law, while he sat at: meat with one 
ef them, was owing to their blasphemy of the 
Holy Spirit, which had immediately preceded. 
Upon this account he reproved their rapacious, 
wicked, and senseless conduct ; their neglect 
of justice and the love of God ;_ their pride 
and hypocrisy ; ‘their violation of the law 
which they taught; their flagrant inconsist- 
ency;~ and their obstinate rejection of his king- 
dom, in which a perfect knowledge of salva- 
tion was ‘to be obtained, and their strenuous 
endeavours to exclude others from the glori- 
| ous privileges offered them. 

, » %@) Bet us observe how different his manner 
_ of expressing himself was, before the Jews 
¢ setorted from him this asperity. A woman, 

wlio had ‘been a sinner, anointed Jesus’ feet, 
while ‘he was eating bread in the house of a 
pharisee. ‘‘ And when the pharisee, who 
had bidden him, saw it, he spake within him- 
self, saying, ‘This man, if he were a prophet, 
would have known who and what mammer of 

- ‘woman this is that toucheth him : for she is a 
sinner. ” Questioning Jesus’ knowledge may 
well seem, to those who consider it apart from 
- the series a the history, a stronger reason for 
reproof then wondering, as im the last instance, 


that he did not wash before he partook of fogd. 






















from the guilt, and, iaieenee ‘of thy. sing! 
“*Go in peace.” When. he was. secretly 
charged with blashemy for. nf Foo poy 
giveness, of sins to, a para a. 
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a Luke vil. 26-50, b Matth, ix: 4. sna 
@ Matth. xii, TomB, 
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they condemned the guiltless.  And:at anoth- 
er time, when the scribes and pharisees insid- 
iously watched his conduct, in order to arrdign 
it.if he healed on the sabbath, an * indignant 
look and a firm perseverance in his benevolent 
purpose sufhced him, In his sermon‘on the 
mount he only once named them, when he as- 
serted, with a dispassionate and becoming au- 
thority, that greater righteousness than theirs 
Was necessary in his disciples: and im other 
places of that discourse he avoided” express 
mention of them, when his subject led him to 
—" When a ruler of the synagogue had indig- 
mation because Jésus hedled on the sabbath, 
our Saviour, knowing his heart, charged him 
with an. * hypocritical zeal for the sabbath, 
while his object was to stir up the people a- 
gainst Jesus. , ; , The man was an enemy to Je- 
4 his dor ine ; but Jesus’ reply made 
pipe ana alt h adversaries ashamed. 

The charge of © hypocrisy was often 
| pl. by our Lord against the Jewish ru- 
lers : but not till they had filled up the mea- 
_ gare of their unbelief and impiety. Then he, 
who knew the recesses of their hearts, freely 
exposed the pollution’ that dwelt there. 


Mark iii. 5. b ib. vi. 2,5, 16. ¢ Luke xiii, 15, 37. 
§ Math, xv.» xvi. 2, xxii, 18, xxiii, aaah 
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At the feast of tabernacles, six months be- 
fore Jesus? death, the pharise and chief 
priests * sent officers to dhim. The 
day. following they artfally_ pe orbs to set 
him at variance with * Moses, when they 
placed before him a woman taken in adultery. 
And when these intentional * murderers claim- 
ed God for their father, the falsehood of the 
pretension seems to, Keeves animated his zeal 
like the profanation of the temple; and"he 
answered, ‘‘ Ye are not of God,” ‘Ve * are 
ef your father the devil,?? and in seeking my 
life ye are desirous to RIE such devices 
as your father always conceived. For. “he 
_was a murderer from the beginning,” and, to 
compass his purpose on the first progenitors 
of the human race, “ abode not in the truth,” 
but seduced them by falsehoods. And when 
the Jews thus replied, ‘“‘ Say’? we not well 
that thou art a Samaritan, ané sta demon ?” 
and again, ‘‘ Now we know that thou hast a 
demon, ;”” it was in reference to these words 
that he said, ‘“‘ Ye know not the Father, but 
I know him : and if I should say that I know 
him not, I should speak ® falsely, like you.” 
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Mn our Saviour’s last * address to the scribes 
und pharisees, every one must be struck with 
the ‘severity of his 'reproofs. He called them 
hypocrites, fools, and blind } serpents, a race 
of ‘Vipers, and sons of hell’: their ostentation, 
pride,’ love’ of spiritual dominion, extortion, 
and ‘murderous disposition, were represented 
by ‘him ‘in the ‘keenest ‘terms, and with the 
liveliest energy. © But his teprehensions were, 
if I may so speak, the commissioned lightning 
‘of Heaven, directed against the worst of men 
masked utider the appearance of superiour 
sanctity. Christ was an inspired prophet, and 
a searcher of thé’ reins and heart : and those 
when’ he ‘Feproved sought to murder him ; 
. isphemed' the Holy Spirit, contrary to 
ence. “His rebukes were stern, 
“nant, but dictated by virtuous 

“ eartiest and vehement, but the 
ess ‘dete: - 2 ‘vice, and of periect ktiow!- 

He sig br its disguises and aggrava- 
ite ne t ea and their vices were e dis. 
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Let us now observe ‘how our Lord’s. cen. 
sures of his disciples ‘were cifcumstanced. 
When Peter, in the name of the other apos- 
tles, asked him about the position which he 
had advanced, ‘* Not that which entereth irito 
the’mouth defileth a'man, but that which goeth 
out of the mouth;” he replied, ‘© Are’ ye 
also * still without understanding 2”? after so 
long an imtercourse with me, and such ot | 
ed instructions ? Tt was expedient to quicken ~ 
their attention ; lest, like the Jews, hearing, 
they should not hear, and seeing, they should 
not see. “When our Lord foretold his many ’ 
sufferings, and Peter rebuked him, Jesus turn- 
ed himself about, and when he had surveyed 
his disciples in such a manner as to fix their 
attention, he thus sharply * animadverted. on. 
Peter, Remove from my sight, thou adversa- | 
ry of God and man: ‘thou art” an impediment 
to the reception of my religion : “for thy con.’ 
ceptions are not suitable to the plan of God's 
providence, but to the i pechaiots of worldly 
minded men. It was necessary to teach the 
apostles not to be * ashamed of a crucifie ae 
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ening manner, and. torcheck the ambitious de- 
sire of secular pre-eminence which clave to 
them so strongly. But this was an exercise 
of ‘authority without anger : for, six days af- 
ter, Jesus disting uished Peter by admitting 
him among the witnesses of his" transfigura- 
tion, and of the voice which addressed him 
from the excellent glory. Again: on. the 
evening of his resurrection, our Lord appeared 
to the eleven, and ‘ * upbraided them with 
their unbeliéf and hardness of heart, because 
they believed not those who had seen him af- 
ter he was risen.” And he thus began his 
reply to thetwo disciples whe went to Em- 
maus on the day of his resurrection: ‘* O ‘ 
inconsiderate, and slow of heart to believe all 
which the prophets. have spoken!” But our 
Lord’ s censures of his friends and of his ene- 
mies were wholesome admonitions or author- 
itativ corrections ; and were uttered by one 
who hada supernatural knowledge that they 

were = ved.” A prophet: is sent for reproof 
as. ell 3, instruction ; and can ‘alone give 








| v he ) are ‘superiour to the mean and 
vice of ig Wats ee can Te- 
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strain their sensual desites’ in (general, have 

much to learn in the art of governing their 
angry passions.- “Let *'themt ‘také” both in: 

struction and encouragement from the conduct 
‘of Jesus under various species of provocation. 
He was a striking example of that quiet and 
gentle temper which is slow to take and to 
give offence ; which is ‘not easily kindled into 
anger, and never seeks revenge ; | and which 
inclines us to act the mild and friendly part to 
all, both friends and enemies. He exhibited 
that virtue, which stands opposed not only to 
wrath, but to pride, stubbornness, moroseness, 
austerity, péevishness, “and ‘ill nature. Par- 
ticularly, he who said “Love your eéricmies, 
tiless them that eurse you; do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you and.persecute you ;” he, who 
uttered, these words, expressed ali their spirit 

in his life.‘ ‘‘ He loved his enemies with an 
ardour which all their y could not extin- 
guish. “He blessed, with the warmest devo- 
tion, those that, ‘with the | severest bitterness, 
cursed him. He’ did the sreatest good that 
benevolence could ‘do to ated him 
with all the virulence that thalignity cam feel. 
Who; without veneration, can behold a man, 

in whom all the indignities and cruelties, which 
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it. was in..the power of his enemies to heap 
upon him, were able to excite no other feeling, 
relative to them, than pity. .Who, without 
amazement, can contemplate a being, as sus- 
ceptible of pain as any of us, under all the 
agonies of crucifixion, and in the midst of 
popular reproaches, more pointed and piercing 
than the nails that transfixed his limbs, or the 
spear that penetrated his side, employing the 
last pasp which his enemies have-left him, in 
uttering a prayer for their forgiveness, and an 
‘apology for their crime ! 

“Ae return ‘good for evil is indeed the most 
difficult task which we have to.perform, and 
one from which we might have been tempted to 
have excused ourselves by a plea of incapacity, 
‘did not the religion, which requires it of us, 
Place in our yiew an example of this. yirtue, 
exercised under’ circumstances. more adapted 
‘to excite resentment, than any, in which we 
are ever ‘called to act, _ ; 

“To that summit of charity and generosity 
which ¢ Our great preceptor in morals and reli- 
gion, calls ups pon us to endeayeur to climb, he 
‘has birnself' asce nded.. He does not stand at 
the bottom ot the hill, and content himself 


with pointing A! the top, saying, ‘‘go.mp yen- 


im 
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der ;” it is from the Reight of goodness that 
he exhorts mankind.to mount'up into elevated 
benevolence ; and he. is as much our forerun- 
ner in moral ascension, as in a resurrection 


from the grave, and in a/passage to heaven.” 
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“SECT. Vill. 
OF our Lord’s Humility. 


“ts Hix that humbleth himself shali be ex- 
alted,”” is améng our Lord’s * favourite max- 
ims: arid he has declared that “+ » whosoever 
shall humble himself as a little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
~) We shall obtain a right idea of christian 
“humility by observing, that the sacred writers 
Oppose it to * pride and *,yain glory ; that it 
~eonsists in not thinking more * highly of our- 
Uaeieeis Cine We ought to think, and disposes 
“ts to * ‘preferone another in honour, and to 
“saaintain such sobriety in our self love, and 
such candour towards others, as readily to ® es- 
® tgemr wise andgood men wiser and better than 
“@urselves. — 

“This eminent christian virtue is rarely re- 
~commendedin heathen writers, though its op- 
posite vices are often condemned. Our Lord 
: ‘was hithself an illustrious example of humility. 
® And**Jet the same mind be in us which was 
poet gipcpeath aeash who, beg aye form 
™ gS phy 13 ‘eat le Matth, xxili. ra. b Matth. xviii. 4. 


€ James iv. 6, d Phil. ii. 3. ¢ Rom, xii, 3, f ib. 19, 
gril i 3 h Pull, ii, 5—8, | 
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of God, thought it notsebbery tobe equal with 
God, [did not govet to,be like God, or seize 
on the divine resemblance as a prey 2) but emp. 
ted himselé, sod took n hign the & a aay 
vant, and was. made in the likeness,of man; 
and, when found in fashion as a man, he :hum- 


bled himself, and be 
even. the death. of the,cross,”, lt 
place, our Lord’s, act.of humiliation. in‘leav. 
ing the bosom of- his. Father is thus beautifully 
used,as an argument for a liberal.relief of the 
Jewish christians ,by the church .of Corinth : 


swunificence } of our Lond. Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet. for youn sakes he be- 
ane net 

~laetnag..pesticulastie i consider our Lord’s 
hataliion Pr Php wo mgc human na- 
ture... . ¥ bit Ee ba PM trsok> 

‘Though 2: descendant of ‘king: David; he 
was born of-obecure parents ; and though the 
place of his nativity was Bethleem, the:city.of 
Dayid, yet, he dwelt. so long in Nazareth as to 





be culled the ° inhabitant. of a city which,was 


held ‘in mean, * €stimation, and was ina *  prov- 


a 2 Cor. vill, 9, b xiv. 67, c i, 
4 ib, vil. 52. ve" hed ales ll 
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inee out ‘of which arose: no prophet. 6 THe 


‘grew up. as @root out of a dry ground ; ‘he 
had’no: fotm not comeliness, that we should 


behold him: slor appearance, that we should 
desire him.” .- : 

“HW iene gered on: his' msiniatry, the 
< chose the foolish things of the world to con- 
found .wise men, and the weak things of the 
world’ to. confound the things which were 
mighty.”?. His apostles were men of inferiour 
birt and eoenpations, And for this-choice 
‘wise Peasons are discoverable : but at 
sent weonly observe, that it illustrates our 
Lord’slowliness‘of mind ; who thus charac- 
terised his gospel, that it was preached to the 
* poor ; and whoe-repeatedly made it a ground 
of thanksgiving to God, that his converts were 
mien.of an bumble class; not seribes-and 
teachers of: the law, who were: wise. and pru- 
dent im their own conceit, and in the eye of the 
world, but: men of low attainments and sta- 
ir pag ad eT te 
aaeenge we phos: Pes 

y these obseur perenne he dhiose He 
fata pitas sate et oat 


i AGE sh a Matth. xs. . 
Matth, xi. 25. Luke x, 21. ¢ Luke &xii. 27. 




























a 
b 




















249 


set them-an example of condescension by per: 
forming the menial’office of * washing pon 
‘fect; agreeably., sf aint ‘in. which he 
speaks, of hi ‘he * Game; not to ‘be 
ministered unto, but'to-<minister ;°? and-to his 
exhortation, ‘‘ He ¢ that is greatest among 
you, let hin be eas the som art and he that 


Al) 














i apres owe ng arm 
instructed a* woman of ‘Samaria, ahd. at the 
request of the Samaritans, remained two days 
af ont of Poiinaisian's, Ti snes et 


him ; that. he-sat.at mneat.n, Levis honge: wish 
* many publicans and. sinners; ‘that he ate 
AP 49 aching 9 
publicans, ist abide , in. ty 
house ; al nyo en 
vee eo: pe op re 

es crak sonanpastiedides the power 
Sta Mi miracles... The. idea of the,glory 
Seaton, cme sip 
3 t en ff Math, vii. 


ib. ix. 20. 8 h Luke vil, 36. SR 97, dis 1. 
ib. aig. § i Mark a. 14. 















































130 


‘Which redeunded to himself from so splendid 
WBilt seemed to be wholly banished. . When 
fen lepers ‘cleansed by him only one turned 
‘Back, ‘and with a loud voice glorified God, 

and’ ‘also fell down on his fice at Jesus’ feet, 
giving him thanks, » his remark was, ‘‘ There 
aré not found that returned to give’ glory to 
God, save this stranger.””’ He loses all consic- 
ération of himself at such seasons. “** Return 
™ to thine house,” said he to the demoniack 
of Gadara, “and relate, what things God hath 
‘done unto thee." 

"Yt thas been’ reniarked, * that there was no 


; mens ‘display. Of power ‘in our Lerd’s 
: ; that he sometimes * forbadc divulg- 
ig them, p ‘from the principle of humil- 
and t he refused the ? personal iin. 
¢ Of "Some! who had been healed by him, 
roud attestation tohis migh- 
: “Indeed, during one of his pro- 
Ses about Galilee, certain women accom- 
pee him who'had been healed of evil spir- 
its and infirmities : but a reason is assigned ; 
‘hat they ‘Ministered to our Lord “and to his 
Voie ct abate ee 



















™ pick to ry fe * sat S 3 
gl Luke xviic Be gy Liiiven aes toe be doedel wok ak 
gla ty eat tg 


P Ps in ilk sect. 3 pe 303) 5 Luke vil 3 
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He did not attract the notice of him who. 


at. the iage feast, and of the 
guests, when he wroug his finst, miracle. in: 
Cana ef Galilee, "The * servants only, who 


drew the water, were immediate witnesses,to 
its miraculous change into wine. _ The mira- 





cle was left to proclaim itself, 
When he restored. the Jame man at. the 
pool of Bethesda, he imme * withdrew, 


himself, a multitude being in the place. - 
When he raised Jairus’s daughter, he‘ suf- 
fered none to enter into the house, but ‘Peter, 
James, and John, and the ther and poe, of 
the damsel. | 
When two blind’: men followed him ‘ashe 
was passing from Jairus’s ouse an : 
naum, pierce? bid ight pul 
the city, but delayed touching thei 
entered into Matthew's * 
When he opened the ears 
: onguie of one that ra “ 
‘He Sasa eas James, Paty to. 
* disclose his transfiguration to any “one, till he 
should ripe from, the, aces _and after 


r John ii. 9. | bh, © 1%. t Loke vill. sz, 
U Matth, ix, 2730. |) ww Mark vii. °33. x Matth, xvii. oy 
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mmatle these very apdstles, who saw his majes- 
‘ty’on the holy nryountaih, the sole witnesses of 
” agony in the garden of Gethsemane. 

“At atiother time he hastened to heal a de- 
moniack dréadfiilly afflicted, because ¥ he saw 
that the multitude was running together. : 

When ten lepérs implored his compassion, 
he said to them, ““Go, * shew yourselves unto _ 
the priests : :? an indirect and humble way of 
ss wn ge them whole. 

Knowing, however, that miracles were the 
seal of heaven to his divine mission, he some- 
times brought them forth to view, that they 
a, work a proper degree ef conviction. 

the * woman, who had laboured under 
an issue of blood twelve years, came behind 
while the miiltitude was thronging and press- 
ing’ him, and touched the hem Bot his. gar- 
ment, under a full | persuasion that by this, act 
she should be heale » and instantly perceived 

ery; Jes s, who knew within him- 
Which had proceeded from him, 
consigned. not the wonderful transaction to. si- 
lence and oblivion, but caused the woman to 
-diseover the whole of it to his disciples and to 
the’ miiftitade: “Again: when he fed about 


olin as : © Luke-nvii 14. ( a Mark v. a 
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five thousand men, besides women and children, 

with five loaves and two fishes, he said to his dis- 
ciples, ‘‘ Gather'together the fragments which 
remain, that nothing be lost. ‘They therefore 
gathered them together, and filled twelve bas- 
kets with the fragments of the five barley 
loaves which remained unto them that had 
eaten.”? And besides the distribution of these 
fragments among the multitude to serve them 
on the way, which seems to be the force of 
the reason given for collecting them, our Lord 
might further design to impress on his disci- 
ples the reality and greatness of the miracle ; 
a conduct which their * hardened heart made 
too necessary. 

And it is probable that our Lord * inquir- 
ed the name of the Gadarene demoniack, 
knowing that he would answer, ‘“‘ My name 
is Legion, for we are many ;”” and designing 
to illustrate the greatness of his ee in heal-* 
ing so malignant a disorder. 

We must also remark, that our Saviour 
willingly yielded the superiority to his disci- 
.ples in the magnitude and splendour of their 
respective miracles; not speaking” with 


d Mark ¥. 9, 





¢ Mark vill. 1, 19 
No. 2, M 









134 


tongues as-they. did, nor communicating spir- 
itual gifts so langely and generally. ‘‘ He, that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do. also; and* greater works than these shall 
he do, because I go to my Father.’? 

We must further observe with regard to 

his miracles, that he humbly ascribed them to 
his Father. *¢ The‘ works which the Father 
hath given meto finish,...bear witness of me.” 
** ‘The ® father, who dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works,”? 
_». Many were the occasions on which our 
Lord chose rather to benefit his hearers than to 
display his boundless knowledge. And though 
his prophecies were so many and so precise as 
fully to prove his divine mission, yet were 
they introduced in the most natural manner ; 
and, as I have before observed, many -impor- 
tant events relating to his church, were left te 
be foretold by his apostles after the effusion of 
the Spirit. “That most remarkable prophecy, 
in which the destruction of Jerusalem was.so 
circumstantially fore‘old, was delivered to Pe- 
ter, James, John, and Andrew * apart on the 
mount of Olives. 


"s@ John xiv. 12. f b. y. 36. g ib. xiv. 10. 
D Mark xiii. 3. a 
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"There is also: much hugsility in our Lord’s | 
manner of referring his doctrine to his Father. 
** My ‘doctrine is notmine, but his that sent 
me.” * As“my Father hath taught me, I 
speak these things.” ‘* The * word which ye 
hear is not mine, but the Father’s who sent 
me.’” 

When he had miraculously fed a great 
multitude, and their language was, ‘* This ™ 
is truly that prophet who should come into the 
world,” he constrained his disciples, by un- 
common earnestness of persuasion, to enter into 
a ship and go before him to the other side of 
the lake : and it is probable that the prejudi- 
ees of the disciples made them unwilling to 
eomply, when they had heard from so many 
an acknowledgment of their master’s prophet- 
ical character, and perhaps expected from them 
the strongest marks of their attachment. » The 
reason of our Lord’s conduct is manifest. “He 
knew that the people were about to come ard 
take him by force to make him aking; and 
therefore he dismissed his apostles, command- 
ed the multitude to disperse, and retired to a 
mountain himself alone. 


i John vii. 16. k C. viii, 28. 1 C. xiv, 24. Bee 
alro c. xii. 49, $0. xiv. 10. , is - 


m John vi. 14. ° See verse 15: and Match. xil. 23.0 °° 





















136 


.. Our. Lord sought not * hisown. glory, but 
his that sent him.. . He received not testimony 
* or honour from men; but deemed them of 
no, account when compared with the witness 
and approbation. of God... He_particularly 
? caught bis followers to, avoid ostentation in 
religious duties ; and assured them that if, in 
the, performance of such actions, their end was 

“the praise of men, they had their.reward. His 
expostulation. with, the.Jewish rulers_ was, 
** How * can ye believe, who receive honour 
one of another, and seck not the honour which 
cometh from the only God 2”? Their crime 
eonsisted in their undue estimation of human 
honour, and in their comparative disregard to 
so high and noble an object as the praise of 
Ged... They..did. ‘‘all their works to be 
seen of men ;”. and ‘sought the praise of 
amen more than the praise of God.” _ But our 
Lord, sometimes si the praise of men 
2s.a natural and desirable attendant on right 
actions : for, he knew that we could not be in- 
sensible to worldly reputation, and that our 
pursuit of it was to be wisely * regulated, and 
not forbidden. ‘He placed it among the mo- 


oo John vii. 18., 9 Com. 34, 41. 

P Matth. vi. 16. q John &. 44 &, . 
r See'Prov. xxii.2, Ecclewwil 4, Roms xiv, 18. Phi ig 8. 1 
Ti. Bi 7. 
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tives to humility ; “* Whenthou art-bidden 
to a marriage feast, go, and sit down in the 
lowest place ; that, when=he: that. bade thee 
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up 
higher : then shalt thou * have honour -in -the 
presénce of them that sit at meat. with:thee,’? 
And when Mary anointed him with very. pre- 

cious ointment, he not:only called ita good 
work, but added, “* Verily I say unto you, 
wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, there shall alsothat, which this 
woman hath done, be* told for a* memorial of 
her.” He taught,,usithe value of just praise 
by bestowing it:omthe faith of the * Samaritan 
leper, of * the blind near Jericho, of the * cen- 
‘turion, of the,* womap, Who, had’ been a sinner, 
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Sipe 
» Feet and highencomiurn on the’ character vof 
Nathanael, Behold an: Israelite indeed, jin 
‘whom there is no guile. | 
set Whenour Lordspake of himself, there is 
eften a striking delicacy. | «| have'sent you to 
reap that whereon ye have not laboured ;: * oth- 
s@t8' have laboured, and: ye are entered. into 
‘their labours,” . “od say unto you, that in. this 
place is ‘ somewhat greater than the temple.” 
Subs tute, the first person instead of the hum- 
De periphrasis in the following passages a- 
wery: perceptible :. ‘* Hereafter ye shall see 





















& 
‘ 
* 
* 


é 

























“139 


“one asked him, ‘“ Good master, what shall*I 
“do that I may gremvaperen eed he thus 
introduced his reply : ‘© Why *callest thou 
me good ? ‘hee is mone good but one, that 
is, God. 2, : 
*’ Av learned writer wy ingeniously sug- 
gested ‘that the ‘mission of the seventy took 
place shortly before the feast of tabernaties ; 
and that ‘ perhaps our Lord’ dismissed his 
train ’partly with a view to travel with less ap- 
pearance of ostentation.”” “When, on the re- 
‘turn of the seventy, he had occasion to speak 
magnificently of the gospel, Ae turned him to 
his disciples, and said privately, ‘* Blessed 
-aré the eyes which see the’ things that ye see : 
‘for I tell you, that. many prophets and kings 
‘have desired to see those things which ye see, 
and have not seén them ; and to hear those 
“gan ve mapesnert inate eerie 
que 
"Once indeed he intimated 16 Peer fic 
.-4 ha Sper sent: Hie Tne 
} "other Jews';” for he was often addressed by 
‘of the’ Sout oF David: And I 
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think that our Lérd alludes to the fact ‘on ‘ac: 
punt of the prophecies relating to it.. 

“There are times 2'so, when he asserts his 
high and inconceivable dignity. - ‘* Dost thou 
believe on the * Son of God ?” “The hour 
is coming, andnow is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son® of God ; and they 
tliat hear shall live.” With respect to asser- 
tions of this kind it is sufficient to say, that 
our’ Lord came ‘itito’ the world that he might 
bear ® witness tothe ‘truth; however he might 
‘be’ bkisphemed and persecuted for advancing 
at> He likewise appealed to the. excellence of 
‘his‘moral character...“ * Learn of me ; for I 
ammeck and: lowly in heart.” “I go ‘al- 
“ways ‘these things that please the Father.” 

“MWhich’ of you convincetht me of sin ?” 
“arm the *'good shepherd.” Here we must 
pg ‘thatorie design of Jesus* coming into 

rid was to set men a perfect example. 

ie ns tnerefre site to his peculiar cir- 
ee er @ proph t.to-tum., the eyes of 
dirta:lashiepmat- coor immediately after our 
jLord, notwithstanding his “Taany: great and 











fel gg os aa ms th eee . 
P avi. 37, .. . R- 32, 33, 6 

r Matth. xi. 29. tis *'yoha vilag, tee 
wu C, x. i. 
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good actions, had been .traduced as ” an im- 
postor and demoniack, and the Jewish rulers 
had sought his life. In, such circumstances 
a vindication of himself was just, and shewed 
a becoming magnanimity and sense of digni- 
ty.. But we should remember his own words, 
* that, if he had. borne witness. of himself with- 
out further witness, ,his witness would not 
have been sufficient and.admissible. Where- 
as, though he ¥ bare witness ,of himself, his 
withess was true ; because he had an heaven- 
ly embassy to announce, and because the * Fa- 
ther, who sent him, bare witness of him. . « 

But when our Lord spake of His personel 
dignity in the most exalted language, and ° 
called God his Father, he added, ‘* Tie Sdn 
can do nothing of himself ;”? and wheny im- 
mediately afterwards, he foretold that. all, who 
were in the graves, should hear his voice, and 
should come forth, he apeed: the humble ae- 
knowledgment, “ I can ° of mine own self do 
nothing.”? 

Nor does this humility forsake him at atiy 
time. After his resurrection, when ‘the glo- 
ries of heaven were directly in his view, he 


w John vil. 12, 20, 30. x John v. 31. 
y John viii. 14. @ ver. 18 a jJobn vy. #7, 4. 
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used this. condescending language, ‘* Go to 
- my * drethren,and-say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father and your Father, and unto 
_ tay God and your God.” 

«When he appeared from heaven to St. 
Paul, he thus ‘addressed him, ‘‘ I* am Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.”’ 

And what are his words when he describes 
himself on the “throne of his glory, and sur- 
rounded by all his holy angels, at the day of 
jadgment ? ** Inasmuch as ye hare done [a 
benéficent: ection} unto one of the least of 
these my ® brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” 

Having such.an example in our Lord and 
Master, let us be clothed with humility. Let 
US Wear it asan Outer and inner garment. We 
cannot feel the power of religion and yet be 
proud. All its doctrines and representations, 
its precepts.and' sanctions are designed to 
.* hide pride rem man.??. Whosoever, saith 
Christ, shall humble himself as a little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom ‘of hea- 
-ven.. It is obvious how strongly the virtue 


-of humility isineuleated and recommended in 


the sacred scriptures. It. is connected with all 


< ~~ * 
d “ibn xx. ay x ¢ Acts xxii. 3. 
€ Matth. axv. 31. g ver. 4% 
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the other duties of a christian. . It is necessa= 
ry alike »to faith and to ‘obedience ; to faith, 
because it disposes men to receive instruction, 
to yield to reason; and when there is suf- 
ficient evidence that a doctrine comes from 
God, to believe it; to obedience, because a 
proud, unbroken spirit says, Who is Lord 
over me ? and refuses to inquire; Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? Many are the du- 
tiesrelating to our fellow-men, which none 
but the humble can be expected to discharge. 
A haughty temper will not comport with our 
becoming all things to all men, that we may 
gain some, with pleasing our neighbour for 
his good to edification, with bearing all bore, 
with the forgiveness of “injuriés, with conde- 
‘scension to the weaknessés and humours of 
others ; and to the meanest offices, by which 
we can render ourselves useful. If we are 
‘destitute of humility, we have the rudiments 
of our religion yet to learn. . We cannot better 
jadge of our spiritual and moral state, than by 
the progress which we make 4n this virtue. 
Do we grow in knowledge and in pride at the 
same time ? we lose more in goodness than 
we can possibly gain by the enlargement of 
our views. Do we seem to improyein many 
excellencies of the virtuous man and devout 
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christian, and yet outstrip that improvement 
in self opinion, we’make those qualities noth- 
ing in the sight of God, which would other- 
wise’ be valuable. The better we are, the 
more we become sensible of otir defect im ho- 
liness, as the wiser we are, the more fully we 
perceive our ignorance. 

If we will attain to humility, it must be 
seated in our hearts. To no purpose do we 
maintain a modést exterior, observe a conde- 
scénding carriage, and utter lowly words, if 
God, who searches the inmost mind, sees pride 
reigning under our fair disguises, and knows 
our ‘‘ goodly seeming” to be a veil for a 
haughty and usurping spirit. 
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“1 oy i 2, al 
Of our Lord?s Fortitude. 


Our Lord exhorted his apostles not to 
*fear their persecutors, who killed the body 
and could not kill the soul : but rather to fear 
him who was able to destroy both body and 
soul in hell. This was an exhortation to for- 
titude in professing and propagating the true 
religion. His example taught this duty in its 
whole extent. : 

He shewed a noble contempt of worldly 
£reatness, by appearing in a low condition of 
life. During his publick ministry he had not 
° where to lay his head, some of his pious at- 
tendants * ministéred to him of their substance, 
and he paid the tribute méney by miracle. 
He suffered hunger, thirst, and weariness; he 
was ever contending with the dulnéss of his 
disciples, the incredulity of his kinsfolk, and 
the reproaches and injuries of the Jews. And 
he * ‘¢ pleased not himself ;*” but submitted to 
many and great evils, that he might please God. 
and benefit mankind. 

a Matt. x. 26, 28. b ib, vill. 20. c Luke vii. 
‘d Matth. xvii, 27. ¢ Rom, xv. 3 ; 
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Let us observe in particulat instances what 


*¢? Contradiction + of sinners” he endured, arid 


what greatness of mind he displayed. 

When he pronounced forgiveness of sins to 
a paralytick,some of the scribes and _pharisees 
charged shim with blasphemy for invading 
God’s prerogative. But they made the accu- 
. gation in the reasonings of their hearts ; and 
did not avow it openly. Notwithstanding 
this, Jesus, unaived by their authority, ® firm- 
ly but calmly expostulated with them for their 
evil thought ; andargued that the discernment 
of a man’s moral state might justly be allowed 
to Him whom God had vested with the “og er 
of working miracles. 

Having healed a man on the sabbath, who 
had laboured under an infirmity for thirty. and 
eight years, the Jews persecuted him, and 
sought to kill him. Jesus answered, ‘‘ My * 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work : M y 
f ather preserves, governs and benefits the 
world \ W sit distinction of days ; and there- 
- fore I also extend good to men on the sabbath. 
‘phi mode of-e expressing himself furnished the 
ews withan additional reason for seeking hislife. 
Observe now throughout the whole of the dis- 
coutsé itfitediately following, with what mag- 


 - Feb. xii. 3. ¢ Mark ii. 6<11. h John ¥, 47. 
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nanimity our Lord perseveres in the same 
language. ‘'The* Son ean do nothing of 
himself, but what he seeth the Fazher do.’’ 
“* The Father loveth the Son, and sheweth 
him all things which he-himself doeth.”” The 
' Father yadgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son: that all men 
should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father.” 

Probably on the ‘sabbath after he had re- 
stored the lame man at the pool of Bethesda,. 
our Lord intrepidly ™ vindicated his disciples 
against the Pharisees, who had censured them 
for plucking and eating ears of corn on that 
day. And, thinking it expedient to wean the 
Jews from their excessive veneration for the 
law which he was about to abolish, on the sab- 
bath * which next succeeded, though the 
scribes and pharisees watchéd him, he healed a 
man with a withered hand publickly in the syn- 
agogue. This filled them with madness ; and 
they took counsel how they might destroy 
him. 

Afterwards, as he was teaching in one of 
the ‘synagogues on ° the ‘sabbath, te restor- 
ed a’ woman who had been bowed together 


A Johny. 19. k 20, 1 22,24. So 21, 26, 30, 36, 37, 43, 45. 
fa Luke vi. 1-4, @ ib. Certs. “© Luke xiii, 10—17, 
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eighteen years, confuted the ruler of the syna- 
gogue who with indignation restrained the peo- 

























ple. from coming to be healed on the sabbath, ee 
_—  reproved his hypocrisy, as he concealed: many 
vices under this semblance of piety, and made , 

all. his adversaries ashamed. 
».Agam : as he was eating bread with a ru- 
ler of the pharisees on the ? sabbath, and those ) 


of that powerful sect insidiously observed his ae 
conduct, a man with a dropsy stood before ) | 
them. Jesussaxito the teachers. of the law 
and the pharisees, Is it lawful to heal on the 
sabbath day ?. Knowing how invincibly he 
reasoned on this point, they kept silence. But 
Jesus ‘* took, him, and, healed, him, and sent 
him away.’? Conscious, of his rectitude, he 
Was fearless of their power, 

Oace more :..at...the. feast, of: tabernacles, 
though it was the ‘sabbath, Jesus made clay 
and. opened the eyes of one. blind from his 
birth ; and * he wrought this miracle immedi- 
ately aficr the Jews had taken up stones to cast 
at hirn, and had sent officers to apprehend him. 

- There. are,otner instances which shew. that 
Jesus paid no, deference to the wrong notions 

" of the leading Jews. The scribes and phari- 
sees murmured because he ate with * publicans 


Like xiv,146. 4 John ix.t4. 1 Seec. viiviliix. s Luke v.30 
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and sinners in the house of Matthew the pub- 
lican. This censure did not’ deter him from 
saying to Zaccheus, a chief of ‘the * publicans, 
at atime when multitudes surrounded him, 
This day I must abide in thine house. 

Another proof of our Lord’s fortitude was, 

‘eer although his first preaching at Nazareth. 

had exposed his ‘life to danger,. he was not 

deterred frorn attempting their conversion a. 
“ second time. 

We have: seen how enSinvieedliy 2 he re 
proved his enemies on just occasions ; and 
these were often the Jewish rulera;'who had: 
his life in their power.. 

He met death for the wisest arid best ends, 
the glory of God.and the salvation of man- 
kind. He * astonished:his' timid disciples by 
the readiness. with which he went before them 
in the way to Jerusalem, on the approach of 
eee at which ‘hesuffered; when theyall 
knew that his enemies wereall conspiring agaifist 
his life ; and he himiself knew that he should 
suffer a most painful and ignominious death ; 

: he entered the city in.a kind of publick ti- 
umph : in the * a the multitude he 


@ Luke xix. 29, ; wu thi iva 29. 
w Mark vi. 16. y. Mark x. 3a. Luke xix. af, 
@ Matth. xxiii. 1, 
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réproved the vices of the scribes and pharisees 
to'their face, with unequalled energy, and with 
words ‘‘? quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword :” when Judas rose 
from the paschal supper to betray him, he 
“sire; Now * is the Son of man glorified, 
and is glorified through him :”” he wit- 
niessed before the high-priest, and before Pon- 
tius Pilate, a good confession ; and shewed 
“thathe voluntarily’ submitted to death, be- 
éause he had miraculously preserved his life at 
the preceding feasts of tabernacles and dedica- 
tion. 

'" Here it is nateral to inquire how fir our 
Saviour’ s agony iy ‘Was ‘consistent with that for- 
tithde which is astribed to him. Let us con- 
— it With the attention which it demands. 

te bine that our Lord often’ foretold his 
stiffer ad tany patticulars of them ; that 

"mest sharply * rebuked Peter for wishing 

em far from: im 5 and that, when’ Moses 
md Elias appear Pod" at his transfigura- 
‘they ‘spake Of ‘his’ departure which’ he 

about to atcomplish at Jerusalem. He 
"fikew ‘ise knew that, according tothe: ancient 














b Hebr. iv. rx. ¢ John xii. 32, 
@ Matth. xvi, 22, 23. ¢ Luke iz, 31. 








151 


€ prophecies, the Messiah ought to suffer what 
the Jews inflicted, and to enter into his * glory : 
and accordingly he predicted his * resurrec- 
tion on the third day, his ‘ asceision into heav- 
en, and his elevation to his glorious throne. 
Undoubtedly ovr Lord, who was in the bo- 
som of the Father, had a large and perfect 
view of this and every other plan of God’s 
moral government. | 

On the other hand, we must consider, that 
Jesus Christ, though in union with God, was 
perfect man, and left men an * exampie that 
they should follow his steps. He partook of 
flesh and blood, like the children given him 
by the common Father of all. “* In allthings 
it behoved him to be made like unto his breth- 
ren, that he might be a. merciful and faithful 
high priest.”’ He said to his:apostles, “‘ Ye 
are they who have continued with me m my 
temptations.” ** He was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin ;”’ that he 
might be touched with the feeling’ of our in- 
firmities. He himself was “* compassed. with 
infirmity ” that he mstgeyt pardon the igno- 


f Mark tx. ra. john ii, 14, Luke xviii 31. axl, 99. Jolin sim. 
a, 3. xix. 28, 

g john xvii. 24. Matth, xix, 28. 2xv. 31. 

h Matth, mmx. 194 i John vi. 625 
&K 5 Pet. ii, as. I Hebr. ve me 
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rant.and erroneous, and be moderately and not 
rigorously affected towards them. 

We must also carefully remark of him, 
that he possessed the most exquisite feelings 
of human. nature in the highest degree. He. 
was susceptible of ™ joy, which instantly burst 
forth in devout. thanksgiving. He.was prone 
to compassion, and repeatedly melted into 
tears. The imnocence of children engaged 
his affection : his heart was open to the im- 
pressions of friendship ; and when-he saw any 
degree-of virtue he * loved it.. He. was griey- 
ed at unbelief, and had a generous indignation 
against vice :. and we find him touched with 
the quickest sense of his own wrongs :. ‘‘ Are 

* ye come out as against a thief, with swords 
and staves, to take me ?”? 

Sometimes he spake of his sufferings with 
the greatest sensibility. ‘‘I have a baptism 
to be baptised with: and how am [I strait- 
ened till it be accomplished !”? ‘‘ Now is my 
soul troubled ; and.what shall I say ? Father, 
"save me from this hour. But for this cause 
came I unto this hour.” 

“Ttis true that he frequently foretold his 
death with much composure ; and that he 


m Matth, xi. 25. ‘Luke &, 23, m Mark x, 23. 
© Matth. xxvi. 55, ‘ 
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sternly reprehended Peter, when, from worldly 
views, that apostle began to ® rebuke him for 
uttering cne of these predictions. 

The horrour of the sharpest sufferings 
which can be undergone will sometimes be 
greater, and sometimes less, in the firmest and 
best minds; as the evil is considercd in its 
own nature, or under the idea of duty and re- 
signation to God. The contest between rea- 
son and religion; and the natural dread of the 
greatest evils, must subsist when the most 
perfect virtue is called on to suffer them : and 
where it ends in a becoming resolution, and a 
pious submission to the wise and great Dis- 
poser of all events, the character is a consum- 
mate one in a moral and religious view. 

Let us now turn our eyes to our Lord’s 
conduct on the night before his crucifixion. 
Nothing can exceed. the sedateness, the wis- 
dom, and benevolence, which appear through- 
out the whole of it at the celebration of the 
paschial supper. He first * gently censured 
the contention for superiority which had arisen 
among the apostles. He then illustrated his’ 
doctrine of humility by an example of it, in 
washing their feet. He proceeded to declare 


p Mark vii. 32. q Luke xxii. 25, & 
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with much * emotion his knowledge of Judas’s 
ungrateful and perfidious intention ; “he men- 
tioned the aggravations and the dreadful con- 
sequences of his guilt ; but described the trai- 
tor covertly, and addressed him obscurely, ‘till 
compelled by Judas’s own question to point 
him out publickly. He exhorted his disct- 
plés to mutual * love with a paternal affection. 

In consequence of Peter’s declared self.confi- 
dence, he foretold his fall ; but when Peter 
vehemently * repeated his asseveration, our 
Lord did not repeat his prediction, He insti- 
tuted a mest simple, expressive, and useful 
rite in commemoration of his death ; instruct- 
ed, advised, ahd comforted his disciples with 
the most tunboundéd affection; and closed 
with a solemn act of * ‘piety, as striking a seene 
a8 imagination can conceive, of lowliness and 
benignity, of prudence and wisdom, ef deco- 
rum and majesty, of composure and resigna- 


‘He then ' resorted to his accustomed place 
of retirement, and where he knew that Judas 
would execute his treason : for he * knew all 


things which should befal him. 
zt John xiii. 27, "  -§ ~VOR. 34. 
t Matth. xxvi. 3g, u. John xvii. 


w John xviii, 4. | 
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We. shall now. inquire what were the 
causes of that agony and. deadly. sorrow, of 
that sore amazement and heavy anguish, which 
seized him: on the approach of his sufferings ; 
and which drew from him such intense and 
persevering supplications that God would avert 
them. : 

It cannot be supposed that he was pene- 
trated with a sense of .God’s indignation to- 
wards him at this,time. That is the portion 
of those only who do evil. A voice from heay- 
en repeatedly pronounced our Lord the belov- 
ed Son of God, in.»whom he was, wellpleased. 
And he wasnow about to evidente his * obedi- 
ence and love to his Father in a most illustri- 
eus manner. He was also about to.> sanctify 
himself for the sake.of. his disciples, and of all 
mankind. And what are his own words ? 
‘* Therefore doth myFather* love me, because 
I lay.down my life that I may take it again. 

Nor was Christ at this time, in a literal 
sense, under the immediate power of Satan. 
In the. concluding scenes of his life, the evil 
‘gneé might be said to ‘bruise * his heel,” be- 
‘cause he afficted him by his instruments. 
After the temptation the devil is said to.depart 


‘a John ‘Riv. 3tee- betb. aviistD. Matth, Xx. 28. acxewie dB, 4 Cot. 
¥. 14. ¢ John x. 17. a Gen, ii, 55. 
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from him, “‘ for‘ a season.” If the phrase 
implies that he returned during our Lord’s 
agony and sufferings, what his emisaries and 
imitators did may be attributed to his agency. 
When our Lord said to his apostles at the pas- 
chal supper, ‘‘ The * prince of this world com- 
eth ;”” the meaning is, that he was coming by 
those unjust and violent men, who resembled 
him. And again, when Jesus said to the Jew- 
ish rulers, ‘‘ This is your * hour, and the pow- 
er of darkness” he micant the power of wick: 
edness, of men who hated the light, and came 
not to it lest their deeds should be reproved. 
But that the mind of Christ was now disquiet- 
ed and harassed. by Satan himself, is a horrid 
idea, the dictate of ‘gloomy minds, and wholly 
inconsistent with God’s goodness to the Son 
* of is love. 

‘Nor was he oppressed and overcome by 
the sense that he was to bear’ the sins of man; 
n din his own body on the tree ;, and to * re- 
deem us fiom the curse of the law, being 
pot curse for us. A foresight of confer: 

¥ ulispeakable benefits on the huinan race 
id tend to alleviate, and not to embitter, 
sufferings of thie benevolent Jesus: unless 
“i Luke iv. 13. i f fohn xiv. 20, 


g Luke xxii. 53. h Colloff, i. 13. 
iz Peter di, ag. k Gal, ili; 13. 
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at this time he was [judicially] ®* stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted : an idea which 
the prophet excludes; and which his own 
sinless rectitude, and God’s perfect goodness, 
exclude. Though God had wise reasons for 
not restraining those who afflicted our Lord, 
yet he was so far from heightening his afflic- 
tions above their natural course, that he sent 
an angel from heaven to strengthen him. Je- 
sus suffered by the wickedness of men; but 
he was ot punished by the hand of God. 
Nor should his death, and the bitter circum- 
stances preceding it, be considered as a full 
compensation to strict justice ; but as God’s 
merciful and gracious method of reconciling 
man to himself. 

Those persons seem to entertain the most 
just and rational notions, who do not think 
that our Lord’s broken and dejected spirit was 
a trial supernaturally iniduced; but assign 
natural causes for the feelings which shook his 
inmost frame. He felt for the wickedness aud 
madness of those who persecuted him in so 
unrelenting a manner, notwithstanding his be- 
neficent conduct, his laborious and admirable 
instructions, and the convincing cya of 


& sai. Ti. @ 
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his divine mission’; for the irresolution, ti- 
midity, and despondency: of his friends, and 
for the :ingratitude, perfidy, and. guilt of the 
wretched andidevoted Judas. He foresaw the 
unjust offence which his death oa the cross 
would give bothto Jews and gentiles; the 
exemplary destruction of his country; the 
spirit of hatred and persecution which would 
arise against his.church, and even among those 
who were called by his name ; and the unbe- 
lief and sins of mankind, which exposed them 
to.such a weight of punishment here and here- 
after... And these and such like painful sensa- 
tions and gloomy prospects, made the deepest 
impression ata:time, when he had a lively view 
of the immediate indignities and insults, of the 
disgrace, and hes pains of death, which 
awaited him.during the long and sharp trial 
of his wisdom and goodness. 

oo When he came to.the. place .where a fol- 
lower and friend. was to betray: him, and where 
the Jews were .ignominiously to \seize and 
bind him as a malefactor, the scene excited a 
perturbation.of mind, and he was depressed 
-by sorrow and anguish. proportioned | to_ his 
exquisite sensibility, the consciqushess of his 
wrongs, and his extensive foresight. 





Sate 











~ And how did our Lord act under the ex- 
‘treme sorrow which overwhelmed him : He 
offered up the following prayer to his Father : 
“* My’ Father, ¥ all things which are fit and 
right are possible with thee : if it be possible, 
if the wise plan of thy moral government ad- 
mit of it, let this bitter and deadly cup pass 
from me: nevertheless, not as Iwill, but as 
thou wilt. If this eup of pain and torture 
car-not pass from me, but that I drink it, thy 
will be done.”? He thrice addressed himself 
to his Father in words of the ‘same import. 

And being in an’ agony, “having the prospect 
of an excruciatme death immediately | pont 
him, he prayed the more intensely : andi 
body was so affected by the state of his mind, 
that drops é€xuded from him, the copiousness 
of which bofe resemblance to drops of blogd. 
The author of the épistle to the Hebrews ob- 
serves thathe ‘** offered up prayers and sup- 
plications to him who ‘was able to save him 
from death, with a strong cry and with ° tears; 
and was heard’? from the filial reverence with 
“which he prayed. God administered to him 
extraordinary consolation. But thus far only 


y Matth. xxvi. 36, &c. and parallel passages. 
@ Heb. v. 7. b Luke xxii, 43. 
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his supplications, availed. For the.cup of 
death was not removed from him. 

Of this scene our Lord intended to ‘aties 
three. of his apostles witnesses : for he advanc- 
ed only a sinall distance from them, and. the 
moon was full, But they slept through sor- 
row ;. contrary to, théir Master’s commands, 
ever given for. the gravest reasons, and which 
Should have been particularly ebeyed in such 
circumstances, . At the close of it he said, 
The.design for which I separated you from 
my other disciples being ended, ‘‘* sleep on 
now, and take your-rest.”? On uttering these 
words, he heard the approach. of these who 
zr: i en him, and immediately ad- 

*‘ Jt is “enough: the hour is come : 
behoid the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands’of sinners : Rise, let us advance : . be. 
hold, he who betrayeth me is at hand.” 

__ Here some observations are necessary. 

a © captain of our salvation, who was 

made perfect through sufferings, set a most 
seairsenmateaaahe followers who were 


doomed to undergo the same fiery trial. “He 
gave them no lesson of a proud.and stoical 


@ Matth. xxv, a ss _ ® Mark xiv. 4s 
¢ Heb, ii, 10. 
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insensibility. The natural» evils * of life he 
treated as evils; -and-a violent*death by linger- » 
ing torture as the greatest natural evil. 

' Hfe foresaw that somie of his disciples would 
madly court persecution.” But he gave no 
sanction to such enthusiasm by his owii con-' 
duct.. He had before taught’ them to use 
» prudence in avoiding” persecution ; and ‘he 
now taught them to pray against it with perse- 

CY | earnestness, but at the same time 
with the most entire resignation. And this is 
true constancy in a christian’ martyr, if he first: 
fervently prays against sufferings which: every» 
man must abhor, and then firmly undergoes 
themy if: itis" God’s will not to avert them 
from: him. ‘It was fit that-our Lord’s exam- 
ple in this respect should be openly proposed 
to the world » and: undoubtedly every sober 
and° ‘plent christian, of warentiersn” ~—p ee 





Be With a view to the evils which are ens sown in life, 
or, perhaps, to the persecutions of his followers, he observed, 
that sufficient unto the day ‘was the geil thereof. | Matth. vi. 34 
He spoke the language of nature, when he called the temporai_ 
advantages of riches good things 5 and Lazarus's, pain and pov- 
erty, coil things; Luke xvi. 25; and, again, when he ‘thus 
foretold Peter's crucifixion, that another should gira him, and 
ear grease Joho xxi.18. 000 

b Matth, 2.29). as 4 nee 56 See Luke-aviit. 7 
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tional fértitude;/has publickly or setretly. fol- 
‘lowed it, Yrom the irresistible bent of human 
nature. 
Que Savidenidien taught ebiciotinans im all 
ages, what the depravity of the world made it 
necessary for many to bear. in mind, that a 
state of the sharpest sufferings was consistent 
with the favour of God; and that the most 
perfect innocence, and the brightest, prospect 
of future glory, could not overcome the natu- 
ral horrour of them. ‘To prevent despair in 
any, he made himself a pattern to the weakest 
and tenderest of mankind. “ He sanctified 
‘the passion of fear, and hallowed natural: sad- 
nesses, that we might not think the infelicities 
‘of our nature and the calamities of our tempo- 
-“rab-eondition’ to’ become criminal, so ‘long as 
~ they*make us not to omit a duty.....He, that 
* "fears death, and trembles at the approximation 
snet , ea had rather die ‘again than-sin 
-ofide, hath ot siniied in ‘his fear } "Christ hath 
® hallowed it, and the- necessitous condition of 
Pu rdbadindyse is his excuse???) 
© Yae'We ‘suppuse that our Lord prayed asin 
: ver om, and not against his dejé 
* “mind: agreeably to his’. words inv a 
» aphex where his crucifixion must be meant : 
e. a hop ‘Taio Life-of Christ, p. 488, 
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. Shali*] not drink ofthe-eup which my Fa- 
how the. apostle’s words have due force ; 

' where he observes.that-our Lord prayed to 
him who was able to. save him frem death. 
We cannot :else .understand St. Matthew’s 
words, ‘‘ O my Father, if this cup may not 
pass from me, .unless:. | drink it, thy will be 
done.:”?. which must refer to.a future.cup.of 
suffering, and not to,one which he had already 
_ drunk. Nor do the strong expressions used 
by. Christ admit of sieretben mappenitiany He 
could not doubt: whether it were ‘ possible 
that God.could remove from hisinshies discom- 

posure and dismay...- « 

. We,say then tindemlnibapianieapinn 
his death: ‘‘.My * Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me.” . idleness all 
cup from me.” . ‘* §. Father, ifthou ‘be will 
However, he immediately added words to this 
effect: ‘* Nevertheless,...not my will) but 
_ . thine, be..done.” .. .But-how could heypray a» 
_ gainst an event which he ‘himself and so many 
_.. prophets had. foretold:?;  It,has been. answered, 


* p John xviii ‘a2. we oa 
@ Mark xiv, 36, 
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that, notwithstanding’ predictions, good«and 





evil will influence thé mind; and we should: 
perform our duty «suitably to our circum-: 


stanees,,,* Our Lord:foretold the fall. of Peter, 
_ theetreachery of Judas, and the destruction: of 
- Jerusalem ; and yet.used the natural means to 


prevent them. ». ‘This suggestion. is strength- 


enediby observing»that mariy of God’s com. . 


mands and. predictions, though expressed ab- 
solutely, appearin the history of his provi- 
denceto have been: conditional.and. revokable. 
Abraham was commanded to sacrifice his 
soni;and God* recalled the command, when 
heshad proved his:faith and. obedience. . Da- 
vid». besought God for his. child with fasting 
and tears,‘after Nathan:had foretold his death : 

for he)saidy “{ Who:can téll whether God will 
be gracious unto me, thatthe child may live ?”” 
Jonah, was sent to:prophesy against the inhabi- 
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he would not bring theevikin-hisdays; but in 
his-son’s days would he bring the evil on: his 
house. sence rons seriag tl sickness, 
God sfidto him by:Isaiah; ‘Give * charge 
concerning thy family 5 Son thitia eaten and 
not live ;”? yet, in consequence of his fervent 
supplication, Ged healed him on the third 
day, and added to his hfe fifteen years. 

But why were not the prayers: offered up 
by our Lord effectual, since he said to Peter 
very soon afterwards, ‘* > Thinkest»thow' that 
I cannot now pray to my Father, and-he.shall 
give me more than twelve legions of angels ??? 
It is answered, Because our Lord prayed with 
resignation to his Father’s will, and not absos 
' Jutely... ‘‘None ‘ took hislife fromhimjbuthe — 
laid it down of himself. .He-had power to lay 
it down, and he-had power to take it again.’* 
He submitted to death from a conviction.of 
its fitness. When his anguish: of anitide-was 
allayed, and his commotion, natural to man;. 
subsided, his language was, “ * Shall. not- 
drink the cup which my Father hath given — 

me-???.. ‘* How felse} shallithe scriptures be . 
fulfilled, that thus it must be?” as if this par- 
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ed by him; or had been * recalled to his mind 
by the-angel who “appeared to him. 

"We may’ now proceed to shew our Lord’s 
composure of mind;\after he had thus strongly 


expressed: the perturbation which had been 
raised in him by: his fore-knowledge of the 


many dark events’ which awaited him, and 
—- " his miner tage of a violent and 






sete Hie: wentteicith ti té6 meet'the traitor, and 
the officers: sefit'to apprehend him ; he * dis- 
covered himself to them ; and wie God ‘had 
struck them with sucha miraculous awe that 
they-* fell on the'ground; and had’ thus demon- 
strated Jesus’s power of restraining their vio- 
lence,;our Lord made them this wise and be- 
nevolent. request, ‘lf * ye seek me, let these 
Pmy-attendants}. depart.» He! mildly ad. 
dressed the jeadidiongnsadea: > he was so-col- 
ected as instantly to perceive'the neeessity of 
working a ™ mixacle:to prevent the ill conse- 
quengen: of Peter’s affectionate but rash vio- 
| | aheeetetianee that: lanes | 
iz. ta. Luke xv .. ‘Matth. ek 24 ial 


e 
—f Luke seit 4 Pe Se. _g Jobo xvii. 43 : 
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all mankind, that * drawing the sword in the 
cause of -his religion would inyolve. the. good. 


and bad, .the«x , and. persecutor, in 
undistinguished destruction, : he declared _ his. 
readiness to ° fulfil. the scriptures, by. his, death ;. 
he meekly ‘ expostulated,.with the people jor 

their violent and disgraceful manner of appre- 

hending him :, while-he stood before Caiaphas, 

he * shewed a composed, attention to Petex’s. 
irresolution and:timidity, and penetrated’ him 
with a‘sense of them by the majesty.,of his 

eye: at the same time, he.“ replied with the 

most exemplary self command 

who struck him Snenpnctinesodial priest 
im a manner full of reason.and dignity ; before 
Caiaphas, and the whole’ couneil of. the chief 
priests, elders, and; scribes, he‘ entered into: 
no vindication of himself; no- wee of 
his perverted expressions, 
witnesses subormed: i a bat, when 
adjured by the living:God:to say whether he 
was the Christ thes§on ‘ofthe blessed. God, 
"he answered, Tam; —*~ knew. that. 
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SS een was pun- 

Bareitade pes west sufferings is pa- 
tience ; ps samen ser re waMie 
pemey talento. aeiell 

_ How did‘Jesus'act; when those who held 
hinwispat*in-his face's ~when they blind-folded: 
him, , and smote*him on the face with the 
palms of their hands, or struck hint’ with their 
staves; when they derided his prophetick 
spirit and - Messiahship in this ‘taunting lan- 


Se Prophecy whe he is*that smote thee ? 
all these’circumstances of indignity, 


“he ' opened not: his maouth, like-a lamb led 


to the hte ithe tse 

When he stood before Pilate he astonished 
hinp bynes seeking to’ avert death in’the usual 
way oi: ° defending himself against the accusa- 
Canes. of ee sk <a the Jewish 









, : Before . “Herod ‘he _comiucted himself 
vith the same: majesty,, the 
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nla | enelar AEE ce: 
fused. to gray the idle curiosity of ‘Petrarcty 
a arp 4 ° egie cw | 
sieieatnatchelabapiaianondteiitananeds 
Herod and his ‘soldiers:treated him: with con- 
tempt and scorn,’ andsent him back to Pilate’ 
arrayed in 1 epaggemenaphepmerseiontecr 
claim as a king. 

We oo od was agin rough belie 
Pilate “a robber ‘a | | 
hear his divine msrtos, and se, a 
haps experienced, of pe 7 
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one of his eminent virtues cott- 
is tegtilated by 


virtues form a brightness, which fitly repre- 
sents the’glory' of ‘that God, who inhabiteth 
light inaccessible. Truly this was the Son-of 
God, the Saviour’ of*the world. Being our 
instructor and-deliverer, he is also our exatm- 
ple. Christians aré predestinated to be ‘con- 
formed to his image. In vain are any called 
by his name, if they aim not to possess’ his 
spirit, and walk in his steps. 

_ God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Qpen our eyes and give us power to behold 
thy glory in thy blessed son. Give us grace 
to express his image by all the parts’ of a holy 
life ; to conform our wills and affegtions to 
his pure precepts ; to submit our undeérstand- 
ings to his perféct lessons ; and ‘to imitate his 
benevolence to men, his” obedience to God, 
his zeal tempered with meekness and patience, 
heightened with charity ;—that we may grow 
up with the increase ofGod, till we come to 
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the state of. purity and joy. Unto. him that 
nl tt from our sins in his 
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